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Week Ending Friday, July 28, 2006

The President’s Radio Address
July 22, 2006

Good morning. This week I returned from
Russia, where I met with world leaders at
the G-8 summit. The summit was an oppor-
tunity for important talks with these nations,
and it brought progress on key issues. We
had wide-ranging discussions on the global
economy. We agreed on new steps to
strengthen our collective security, including
a United Nations Security Council resolution
on North Korea. This resolution condemned
North Korea’s recent missile launches, and
it urged the North Korean regime to aban-
don its nuclear programs and return to the
six-party talks.

Much of our time at the summit was spent
discussing the situation in the Middle East,
especially the recent violence in Israel and
Lebanon. The recent crisis in the region was
triggered by the kidnaping of Israeli soldiers
by the terrorist group Hizballah and the
launch of rockets against Israeli cities. I be-
lieve sovereign nations have the right to de-
fend their people from terrorist attack and
to take the necessary action to prevent those
attacks.

We're also mindful of the cost to innocent
civilians in Lebanon and in Israel, and we
have called on Israel to continue to exercise
the greatest possible care to protect innocent
lives. Throughout this crisis, I have spoken
to leaders in the Middle East and around
the world. Our efforts to resolve this dan-
gerous situation are guided by an inter-
national framework that is already in place.

In 2004, the United Nations Security
Council adopted Resolution 1559, which rec-
ognizes the sovereignty of Lebanon, calls for
all foreign forces to withdraw from Lebanon,
and calls for the disbanding and disarmament
of all militias. Hizballah defied the world’s
just demands by maintaining armed units in
the southern region of Lebanon and attack-

ing Israel in defiance of the democratically
elected Lebanese Government.

I've directed Secretary of State Rice to
travel to the Middle East in the coming days
to discuss the best ways to resolve this crisis
with leaders in the region. Secretary Rice will
make it clear that resolving the crisis de-
mands confronting the terrorist group that
launched the attacks and the nations that
support it.

For many years, Syria has been a primary
sponsor of Hizballah, and it has helped pro-
vide Hizballah with shipments of Iranian-
made weapons. Iran’s regime has also repeat-
edly defied the international community with
its ambition for nuclear weapons and aid to
terrorist groups. Their actions threaten the
entire Middle East and stand in the way of
resolving the current crisis and bringing last-
ing peace to this troubled region.

We're also concerned about the impact the
current conflict is having on Lebanon’s young
democracy. This is a difficult and trying time
for the people of Lebanon. Hizballah’s prac-
tice of hiding rockets in civilian neighbor-
hoods and its efforts to undermine the demo-
cratically elected Government have shown it
to be no friend of Lebanon. By its actions,
Hizballah has jeopardized Lebanon’s tre-
mendous advances and betrayed the Leba-
nese people.

Over the past week, nations like Saudi Ara-
bia and Kuwait and the United Arab Emir-
ates have stepped forward to offer humani-
tarian aid and assistance to the Lebanese
Government. America and our allies will join
these efforts. We're also working to help
American citizens who wish to leave Leb-
anon. American military personnel and Em-
bassy officials are working hard to ensure this
operation proceeds smoothly and safely. We
continue to pray for the safety of all people
in Lebanon—Americans, Lebanese, and citi-
zens of other countries.

America remains committed to lasting
peace in the Middle East. The United States
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and our partners will continue to seek a re-
turn to the roadmap for peace in the Middle
East, which sets out the pathway to estab-
lishing a viable democratic Palestinian state
that will live in peace with Israel. We will
continue to support moderate leaders like
Palestinian Authority President Abbas. We
will continue to call on Hamas to end its acts
of terror. And now, more than ever, the Pal-
estinians need leaders who are not com-
promised by terror and who will help the Pal-
estinian people provide a future for their
children based on regional peace and secu-
rity.
In the long term, this peace will come only
by defeating the terrorist ideology of hatred
and fear. The world’s best hope for lasting
security and stability across the Middle East
is the establishment of free and just societies.
America and our allies will act decisively be-
cause we know our security is at stake in this
struggle and we know the cause of freedom
will prevail.
Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:50 a.m. on
July 21 in the Cabinet Room at the White House
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on July 22. The tran-
script was made available by the Office of the
Press Secretary on July 21 but was embargoed
for release until the broadcast. In his address, the
President referred to President Mahmoud Abbas
(Abu Mazen) of the Palestinian Authority. The Of-
fice of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish
language transcript of this address.

Remarks at a Naturalization
Ceremony

July 24, 2006

Thank you all. Thanks for coming. Thanks
for letting me come back, General, proud to
be here. I'm really looking forward to wit-
nessing what is going to be a very uplifting
ceremony.

In a few moments, these men will swear
the oath to become citizens of the United
States of America. As part of the ceremony,
they will promise to support and defend the
Constitution and laws of the United States
of America against all enemies, foreign and
domestic. This isn’t going to be the first time
these men have made such a promise. They
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took a similar oath when they became sol-
diers of the United States Army. And their
presence here bears witness that they kept
their word so that others might be free.

I appreciate General Farmer, and I want
to thank all the folks who work here. I'm
incredibly impressed by the health care and
the decency and the compassion of the peo-
ple who work here at Walter Reed. You bring
great credit to our country. I can’t tell you
the number of times, when I travel around
America, that I brag about Walter Reed and
the health care you deliver.

I appreciate Dr. Emilio Gonzalez, who will
be administering the oath of office. He’s the
Director of the U.S. Citizenship and Immi-
gration Services. He’s the head guy; he came
over to deliver the oath. [Laughter]

I want to thank Colonel Deal and every-
body else. I particularly want to say thanks
to the families of these three men. Thank
you for joining us today.

Through the generations, our Nation has
remained strong and free because men and
women put on our uniform and defend this
country and defend our beliefs. The three
men we honor today have brought honor to
America. Like those who have come before,
each of these men chose to protect our coun-
try because they love what America stands
for.

Army Specialist Sergio Lopez had always
wanted to join the Army, and in 2003, he
volunteered. After basic training, he moved
to Fort Hood, Texas, home of the 1st Cavalry
Division and the 4th Infantry Division. Spe-
cialist Lopez then deployed to Iraq. He put
his life on the line each day, driving between
observation posts and his unit’s forward oper-
ating base in the Baghdad area. In January,
he was injured by an improvised explosive
device. Specialist Lopez says that becoming
a citizen, quote, “represents being acknowl-
edged as having done my duty, having done
my part for the country, like the oath says,
defending the United States.”

Today we honor Army Private First Class
Eduardo Leal-Cardenas. He was injured
when an IED blew up his vehicle in Iraq.
Private Leal-Cardenas is a man of few words,
and he’s a man of action. When some ques-
tioned whether he would ever walk again, he

laughed, and he began his rehab while still
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in his bed. When Private Leal-Cardenas is
asked what citizenship in America means to
him, he just said one word: Freedom.

And finally, we honor Army Specialist Lito
Santos-Dilone. He was injured while serving
as part of the protection detail in Iraq. I first
met Specialist Santos-Dilone at this year’s
National Hispanic Prayer Breakfast. I was
working the rope line. He grabbed my hand,
and he said, “I'm not a citizen of the United
States, and I want to be one.” Now, here’s
a man who knows how to take it directly to
the top. [Laughter] I'm proud to be here
when he gets sworn in.

We are stronger and more dynamic when
we welcome new citizens like these. More
than 33,000 non-U.S. citizens currently serve
in our military. Isn’t that interesting—233,000
people who weren’t born here serve in our
military. And just like everybody else who
wears the uniform, they understand the
stakes of what it means to serve in the United
States military, particularly after September
the 11th, 2001.

After that date, I signed an Executive
order making foreign-born members of our
military immediately eligible for U.S. citizen-
ship when they serve on active duty. It made
sense to me. If somebody is willing to risk
their lives for our country, they ought to be
full participants in our country.

As our Nation debates the future of our
immigration policies, we must remember the
contribution of these good men and all who
dream of contributing to this country’s fu-
ture. It says something about our country
that people around the world are willing to
leave their homes and leave their families
and risk everything to come to America.
Their talent and hard work and love of free-
dom have helped make America the leader
of the world. And our generation will ensure
that America remains a beacon of liberty and
the most hopeful society this world has ever
known.

I believe this country can be a lawful soci-
ety and a welcoming society at the same time.
We're going to enforce our laws, but we’ll
also honor our proud immigrant heritage. I
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support a comprehensive immigration re-
form that will accomplish five clear objec-
tives. First, we'll secure our borders. Second,
we must create a temporary-worker program
that provides foreign workers a legal and or-
derly way to come into the country and do
jobs Americans aren’t doing. We must hold
employers to account for the workers they
hire. In other words, it’s against the law to
hire an illegal immigrant, and we’re going to
hold employers to account. We must resolve
the status of millions of illegal immigrants
who are here already. We shouldn’t be grant-
ing people automatic citizenship, nor is it
possible to kick people out of the country.
There’s got to be a rational way, and I pro-
posed a way forward. And finally, we've got
to honor the great American tradition of the
melting pot by helping newcomers assimilate
into our society.

Congress is now considering legislation on
immigration reform; that legislation must be
comprehensive. All elements of the problem
must be addressed together, or none of them
will be solved at all.

This is a joyful day for these men, and it’s
a joyful day for me to be here with them,
and it’s a proud day for our Nation. We gain
three new citizens today, men who knew the
cost of freedom and are willing to pay that
cost so others can live free. It’s a privilege
to be their Commander in Chief, and I look
forward to calling them fellow citizens.

I want to congratulate you for your
achievement. I want to thank you for your
service. I ask for God’s blessings on you and
your family and for God’s blessings on the
United States of America.

And now we’'ll have the oath of citizenship
administered.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:12 a.m. at Wal-
ter Reed Army Medical Center. In his remarks,
he referred to Maj. Gen. Kenneth L. Farmer, Jr.,
USA, commanding general, North Atlantic Re-
gional Medical Command and Walter Reed Army
Medical Center; and Col. Virgil T. Deal, USA,
commander, Walter Reed Health Care System.
The Office of the Press Secretary also released
a Spanish language transcript of these remarks.
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Statement on Signing the Freedom
to Display the American Flag Act of
2005

July 24, 2006

Today I was pleased to sign into law the
“Freedom to Display the American Flag Act
of 2005.” Americans have long flown our flag
at their homes as an expression of their ap-
preciation for our freedoms and their pride
in our Nation. As our brave men and women
continue to fight to protect our country over-
seas, Congress has passed an important
measure to protect our citizens’ right to ex-
press their patriotism here at home without
burdensome restrictions.

NotE: H.R. 42, approved July 24, was assigned
Public Law No. 109-243.

The President’s News Conference
With Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki
of Iraq

July 25, 2006

President Bush. Thank you all. Please be
seated.

Mr. Prime Minister, welcome to the White
House. I just had a very constructive meeting
with the leader of a Government that has
been chosen by the Iragi people in free and
fair elections. I appreciate your vision for a
free Iraq, and I appreciate you briefing me
on a strategy to reduce violence and to re-
build your country.

You have a strong partner in the United
States of America, and I'm honored to stand
here with you, Mr. Prime Minister. It’s a re-
markable, historical moment, as far as I'm
concerned, to welcome freely elected leader
of Iraq to the White House.

We discussed a lot of issues. The Prime
Minister has laid out a comprehensive plan.
That's what leaders do. They see problems;
they address problems; and they lay out a
plan to solve the problems. The Prime Min-
ister understands he’s got challenges, and
he’s identified priorities.

Our priority is to help this Government
succeed. It’s in the national interest of the
United States that a unity government, based
upon a constitution that is advanced and

July 24 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2006

modern, succeed. And that’s what I told the
Prime Minister. He comes wondering wheth-
er or not we're committed. He hears all kinds
of stories here in the United States. And I
assured him that this Government stands
with the Iraqi people. We're impressed by
your courage, Mr. Prime Minister, and we’re
impressed by the courage of the Iraqi people.
And we want to help you.

We talked about security in Baghdad. No
question, the terrorists and extremists are
brutal. These are people that just kill inno-
cent people to achieve an objective, which
is to destabilize his Government. The Prime
Minister tells me that he and his Government
are not shaken by these actions. They're con-
cerned about them; they're not shaken by
them.

The Iraqgi people want to succeed. They
want to end this violence. Our strategy is to
remain on the offense, including in Baghdad.
Under the Prime Minister’s leadership, coali-
tion and Iragi leaders are modifying their
operational concept to bring greater security
to the Iraqgi capital. Coalition and Iraqi forces
will secure individual neighborhoods, will en-
sure the existence of an Iraqi security pres-
ence in the neighborhoods, and gradually ex-
pand the security presence as Iraqi citizens
help them root out those who instigate vio-
lence.

This plan will involve embedding more
U.S. military police with Iraqgi police units
to make them more effective. The Prime
Minister advised me that to support this plan,
he and General Casey have agreed to deploy
additional American troops and Iraqi security
personnel in Baghdad in the coming weeks.
These will come from other areas of the
country. Our military commanders tell me
that this deployment will better reflect the
current conditions on the ground in Iraq.

We also agreed that Iraqi security forces
need better tools to do their job. And so we’ll
work with them to equip them with greater
mobility, firepower, and protection.

We still face challenges in Baghdad, yet
we see progress elsewhere in Iraq. Iraqi se-
curity forces are growing in strength and ca-
pability, and recently, a key province in
southern Iraq was transferred to full Iraqi
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civilian control. In the midst of all the vio-
lence in Baghdad, sometimes a success is ob-
scured. And this transfer of a key province
is the beginning of other provinces to be
transferred to full Iragi control. It’s a sign
of progress. No question, it’s tough in Bagh-
dad, and no question, it’s tough in other parts
of Iraq. But there are also places where
progress is being made, and the Prime Min-
ister and I talked about that progress.

The Prime Minister and I agreed to estab-
lish a joint committee to achieve Iraqi self-
reliance. This new partnership will seek to
ensure the smoothest and most effective as-
sumption of security responsibility by Iraqi
forces. Prime Minister Maliki was very clear
this morning: He said he does not want
American troops to leave his country until
his Government can protect the Iraqi people.
And I assured him that America will not
abandon the Iraqi people.

Tomorrow the Prime Minister and I will
travel to Fort Belvoir in Virginia to visit with
American troops and their families so we can
thank them for their courage and their sac-
rifice. And we in the United States need to
recognize the enormous sacrifice of the Iragi
people. The people are suffering hardships.
These terrorists and killers are trying to shake
the will of the Iraqi people. But despite large
casualties, both civilian and military, the Iraqi
people continue to stand for public office,
enlist in their security forces, and, through
their actions, demonstrate every day that they
want to raise their families and live their lives
like other free people around the world. And
I'm impressed by the courage of the Iraqi
citizens, Mr. Prime Minister.

Citizens continue to believe in the future
of their country and to subscribe to the no-
tion upon which America is also founded,
that the freedom of their country is worth
fighting for. America is proud to be allied
with such people. And it’s important the Iraqi
people hear of our pride and our determina-
tion, Mr. Prime Minister.

We also discussed several new initiatives
we're undertaking to create opportunity for
the Iragi people, and one of them is called
the Iraqi Leaders Initiative. And starting next
summer, 200 high school and university stu-
dents from all regions of Iraq and all sectors
of Iraqi society will come to America to study

1383

at local institutions and build personal friend-
ships with the people of our country. This
is going to be the largest program of its kind,
and it will help build the next generation of
leaders for a free and democratic Iraq.

Prime Minister and I spent time talking
about Lebanon, and we had a frank exchange
on—of views on this situation. I listened
closely to the Prime Minister, and I valued
a chance to hear his perspective. I heard him
on the seriousness of the humanitarian crisis
in Lebanon and the need to do more for the
Lebanese people. I told him that Secretary
Rice has announced greater humanitarian
measures for Lebanon to include $30 million
in aid. America is concerned about the
women and children who suffer in that coun-
try, concerned about the loss of innocent life.
I reminded him and told him that Condi is
over there working to establish corridors to
ensure the delivery of humanitarian aid and
central relief supplies.

I told him I support a sustainable cease-
fire that will bring about an end to violence.
And I talked about the importance of
strengthening the Lebanese Government
and supporting the Lebanese people.

Prime Minister and I also discussed his
proposal for an international compact for
Iraq. The compact will outline Iraq’s com-
mitment to specific economic reforms and
the international community’s commitment
to support those reforms. We expect the
international compact will be signed later this
year. And I told the Prime Minister that the
United States will work to encourage other
countries to support the compact and for
other countries that have made pledges to
Iraq, to make good on their pledges.

In light of the recent violence in the Mid-
dle East, some are questioning whether de-
mocracy can take root in the region. I believe
that the Iraqi people are showing us their
answer. They're making enormous sacrifices
to secure their freedom, and they've elected
leaders who are making tough decisions.

And, Mr. Prime Minister, youre such a
leader, and I welcome you here to the White
House. Thanks for coming.

Prime Minister Maliki. Thank you very
much. In the name of God, the most merciful
and the passionate, I would like to thank
President George Bush. Mr. President, I
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would like to thank you for your invitation
to come here and visit the United States of
America, and I would like to thank you for
the warm welcome that myself and my dele-
gation received. And I also—I appreciate
very much your interest in the situation in
Iraq and the responsible spirit that has domi-
nated our discussions today.

We have discussed with President Bush,
clearly and frankly, all the current challenges
and the horizon and the future and ways of
cooperation between our two countries in
order to build a democratic, united, flour-
ishing Iraq that enjoys its full national sov-
ereignty. We have agreed that building the
security and military institutions in Iraq, in
terms of numbers, equipment, firearms, and
as quickly as possible, represents the funda-
mental base in order to stabilize the country
and to have security and defeat terrorism.

I reaffirmed to the President Irag’s need
to—the cooperation from the international
community and your cooperation. And I have
seen a great deal of understanding for this
very vital issue from the President. I also ex-
pressed my appreciation to the role that’s
been played by the multinational forces and
the exerted efforts to support us and to help
us in building our security organizations, to
allow our organizations to fully be in control
of the security position and the security cir-
cumstances.

I agreed with the President to form a joint
committee of experts and the connections in
order to achieve the self-sufficiency for the
Iraqi forces. This will allow these forces to
bear the responsibility of protecting security
and confronting terrorism in our country.
And in this field, we have achieved our first
and initial success when our forces assumed
the responsibility in the Muthanna
Governorate. This is a very important step—
will be followed by similar steps in many
other governorates in Iraq.

We are determined to defeat terrorism.
And the security plan for Baghdad have en-
tered the second phase, and it’s achieving its
objectives in hunting the terrorist networks
and eliminating it.

I have informed the President about the
national reconciliation plan, which I have
launched in order to attract more Iraqi forces
which have not engaged in the political proc-
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ess yet. This initiative represents, in addition
to building the Iraqi Armed Forces, one of
the initiatives that will contribute to choking
terrorism and defeating terrorism in Iraq.

On the economic sphere and the recon-
struction of Iraq, I have seen support from
President Bush to ensure the success of the
international impact, which we hope that,
through it, we'll be able to have the support
of the world community in reconstructing
Iraq and improving the services that the Gov-
ernment is providing to its own Iraqi people.
We hope that many other countries will par-
ticipate and contribute in that conference
that will be convened in the next few months
in order to sign this international compact.
I assured the President, Iraq’s readiness to
make this conference a success and accept
the mutual commitments between Iraq and
those who will sign the compact. The Presi-
dent reaffirmed his administration’s commit-
ment to encourage as many countries as pos-
sible to support this compact.

I also discussed with the President the
issue of Lebanon in all seriousness, in a way
that matches the importance of the size of
destructions that happened to the Lebanese
people as a result of the military air and
ground attacks. And I also emphasized the
importance of immediate cease-fire, and call
on the international community to support
the Lebanese Government and support the
Lebanese people to overcome the damage
and destruction that happened.

I also expressed to the President about
Iraq’s desire and Iraq’s political leadership’s
desire to merge in the international commu-
nity and its institutions, and to participate ef-
fectively in the various issues on the basis
of mutual interest, and to be committed to
the policy of not interfering or intervening
in the domestic policies of other countries.
I also reaffirmed the importance of ap-
proaching every issue through peaceful and
diplomatic means to deal with the problems
that exist in our region. These chronic prob-
lems requires a great deal of wisdom and pa-
tience and perseverance in order to find the
just and successful and fair solution.

Mr. President, I thank you once again for
your kind invitation and for your very warm
hospitality and generosity.
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President Bush. questions a side,
starting with you, Tom [Tom Raum, Associ-
ated Press].

Security Situation in Baghdad

Q. Mr. President and Mr. Prime Minister,
why should one expect this new security
crackdown in Baghdad to succeed when all
previous ones have failed?

And, Mr. President, you've said before that
withdrawal of U.S. troops would depend on
conditions on the ground. What do condi-
tions on the ground now in Baghdad suggest
in terms of whether there can be a significant
withdrawal of American forces by the end
of the year?

President Bush. T'll start—do you want
to start? Go ahead.

Prime Minister Maliki. Actually, the cir-
cumstances that the Baghdad security plans,
or other plans related to Basra and other
places, are different in terms of cir-
cumstances from the previous plans. Today,
Iraq has a national unity Government that
it is basically composed of—all elements of
the Iraqi people are represented in this Gov-
ernment. Iraq has a Parliament; it has a Con-
stitution to face all these challenges. So what
the Baghdad security plan gains, in terms of
support, is support from all over the seg-
ments of the Iragi population.

Secondly, by monitoring the reality on the
ground, we will be able to ensure the success,
especially what happens against the innocent
people. The Baghdad security forces was able
to eliminate many hotspots of crimes and
troubles in Baghdad.

President Bush. One of the things that’s
important is for—and one of the reasons why
you trust the commanders on the ground is
because there needs to be flexibility. And I
explained to the Prime Minister that I'll be
making my decisions based upon the rec-
ommendations of General Casey. And obvi-
ously, the violence in Baghdad is still terrible,
and therefore, there needs to be more troops.
In other words, the commanders said, “What
more can we do; how best to address the
conditions on the ground?” And they have
recommended, as a result of working with
the Prime Minister, based upon his rec-
ommendation, that we increase the number
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of U.S. troops in Baghdad alongside of Iraqi
troops. And we’re going to do that.

The second request that the Prime Min-
ister made was that he needs more equip-
ment for his troops. And General Dempsey,
along with General Casey have reviewed his
requests and his ideas. And I told the Prime
Minister if this is what these generals rec-
ommend, it’s what I support.

Conditions change inside a country, Tom.
And the question is, are we going to be facile
enough to change with—will we be nimble
enough; will we be able to deal with the cir-
cumstances on the ground? And the answer
is, yes, we will.

Mr. Prime Minister, would you like to call
on somebody? There you go.

Iraq-U.S. Cooperation in War on Terror

Q. I have two questions. One, President
Bush. The first one: Is there an obvious
change that could be made to the security
status, you politically—particularly in Bagh-
dad right now?

And the second question for you. Mr.
Prime Minister, you said in a press con-
ference in Baghdad that your visit to Wash-
ington, you will put—you will cross the t's
and dot the i’s, especially regarding the secu-
rity needs. Did you cross the t's and dot the
i’s in your discussion with President Bush?

President Bush. a lot of time talking
about security, and I can understand why.
Because there’s—there are people who are
willing to destroy innocent life to achieve a
political objective. And the Prime Minister
is deeply concerned about the lives of his
fellow citizens. And I appreciate that con-
cern. I would be very worried if a Prime Min-
ister came to talk about his country and did
not mention, first and foremost, protecting
people’s lives. That’s, after all, the most im-
portant responsibility of government.

And he believes, and I believe, that the—
there needs to be more forces inside Bagh-
dad who are willing to hold people to ac-
count. In other words, if you find somebody
who’s kidnaping and murdering, the mur-
derer ought to be held to account. It ought
to be clear in society that that kind of behav-
ior is not tolerated.

And that’s the attitude of the Prime Min-
ister. My attitude is, we shouldn’t try to gauge
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whether or not someone is justified or not;
we ought to be saying that if you murder,
you're responsible for your actions. And I
think the Iraqi people appreciate that type
of attitude.

And so we—so we’re not only talking
about adjusting a Baghdad plan at the Prime
Minister’s request to make it more effec-
tive—we're also talking about how to make
the Iraqi Army more effective. But the truth
of the matter is, the Iraqi Army is becoming
a highly professional force that will help
bring confidence to the people inside Iraq
that the Government has got the capacity to
protect them.

Prime Minister Maliki. Thank you, Mr.
President. Actually, successful acts and large
issues has to be based on a clear vision. And
through the serious discussion and the clear
and the frank conversation that I had with
President George Bush, that we are truly
crossing the t's and dotting the i’s in terms
of enhancing the security and supporting the
reconstruction. Through the discussion, we
were able to go through the details of the
vision that will cover the future, because we
are not talking here about a specific phase
of the reconstruction, but we are facing the
necessity of continuous work in order to
make sure that the entire political experi-
ment will succeed.

I believe with a great deal of confidence
that I have reaffirmed through this, and I
became convinced that—I have full con-
fidence of victory, and we will be highly capa-
ble of defeating terrorism in Iraq.

Situation in the Middle East/Democracy
in Iraq

you had a frank exchange on the
Middle East. How can you get Arab nations
to apply pressure to stop the fighting in the
Middle East if allies like the Prime Minister
won’t condemn Hizballah?

And, Mr. Prime Minister, what exactly is
your position on Hizballah? Thank you.

President Bush. The terrorists are afraid
of democracies. And what you've witnessed
in Israel, in my judgment, is the act of a ter-
rorist organization trying to stop the advance
of democracy in the region.

I assured the Prime Minister that I care
deeply about the suffering that takes place,
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that we understand the anguish of leaders
in the region who see innocent people losing
their life. I also assured him that Condi Rice’s
mission is to help get humanitarian aid to
the Lebanese people. She’s working on not
only air corridors but sea corridors and land
corridors to get aid to the people. And the
United States will participate, as will other
nations.

I also talked about making sure that we
adhere to U.N. Resolution 1559, which basi-
cally—not basically—strongly urges political
parties not to be armed. A key part of our
strategy is to support democracy. And so not
only do we support democracy in the Pales-
tinian Territory, we also support the Leba-
nese democracy. I think the Prime Minister
was pleased to hear my strong support for
the Siniora Government.

And so Condi goes with the following mes-
sages: We support the Siniora Government;
we care about the people; we will help to
get aid to the people; and that we want a
sustainable cease-fire. We don’t want some-
thing that’s short-term in duration. We want
to address the root causes of the violence in
the area, and therefore, our mission and our
goal is to have a lasting peace—not a tem-
porary peace but something that lasts.

And T believe that Irag, in some ways,
faces the same difficulty, and that is, a new
democracy is emerging and there are people
who are willing to use terrorist techniques
to stop it. That's what the murder is all about.
People fear democracy if your vision is based
upon kind of a totalitarian view of the world.
And that’s the ultimate challenge facing Iraq
and Lebanon and the Palestinian Territories,
and that is, will the free world, and the neigh-
borhood, work in concert to help develop
sustainable democracy?

And Iraq took a long step along that—a
big step on that path when they developed
a Constitution that was ratified by the Iraqi
people. And it's a modern Constitution, and
it’s a landmark moment in the history of free-
dom advancing in the Middle East.

I believe that deep in everybody’s soul,
Mr. Prime Minister, is a desire to be free.
And when 12 million Iraqis went to the polls
and said, “T want to be free,” it was an amaz-
ing moment. I know it seems like a long, long
time ago that that happened. But it was a
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powerful statement about what is possible in
terms of achieving peace.

Prime Minister Maliki. Thank you. Here,
actually, we're talking about the suffering of
a people in a country. And we are not in
the process of reviewing one issue or another,
or any government position. The important
thing here is what we are trying to do is to
stop the killing and the destruction, and then
we leave the room and the way for the inter-
national and diplomatic efforts and inter-
national organization to play the role to be
there.

We are not here facing a situation only in
Lebanon, but would be facing a variety of
issues in different countries. I'm talking here
about the approach that should be used in
order to stop this process of promoting ha-
tred—that has to be superior decisions com-
ing from above in order to protect these ex-
periments, particularly the democratic ex-
periments that should be protected by those
who are trying to oppose it.

Israel-U.S. Relations/Rule of Law in Iraq

Q. Thank you very much, Mr. Prime Min-
ister. General Abizaid said that the danger
that Iraq is facing is the religious danger. Do
you agree with his assessment? And do you
see that—is there any security plan that can
really curb the religious violence?

[Inaudible]—humanitarian aid to Leb-
anon, yet there’s also reports that your ad-
ministration are speeding up delivery of
laser-guided missiles to Israel and bunker-
buster bombs. And do you see this—if this
is true, do you see it as contradictory? On
one hand, you allow Israel to kill people, and
civilian, in particular, and on the other hand,
you're trying to aid the very people that have
been suffering and killed as a result?

President Bush. No, I don’t see a con-
tradiction in us honoring commitments we
made prior to Hizballah attacks into Israeli
territory. And I—like the Prime Minister,
I'm concerned about loss of innocent life,
and we will do everything we can to help
move equipment—I mean, food and medi-
cines to help the people who have been dis-
placed and the people who suffer.

Prime Minister Maliki. Yes. I do not re-
duce the risk and the danger of the religious
feelings, especially through some of the orga-
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nizations that are trying to promote this ha-
tred. And there are—some of the events are
on the basis of religious divide, but I would
like to assure the political, religious leaders
and civil societies that the Iraqi parties, poli-
ticians, religious leaders are rising to their
responsibility and are condemning those who
are cooperating with Al Qaida and those who
are trying to start a civil war.

The one—the most important element in
the security plan is to curb the religious vio-
lence, because we will not allow any Iraqis
to use this background. This is one of the
main objective of the security plan. It is the
policy of the Government: There is no killing
or discrimination against anyone. Everything
is by law and everything based on the Con-
stitution and the law. The Government re-
sponsibility is to protect all Iraqgis, regardless
of their ethnic or religious background. It’s
important to say that we are shedding the
light against those who are calling for sec-
tarian religious, because we feel that this is
a great danger to Iraq. And, God willing,
there will be no civil war in Iraq.

Thank you very much.

President Bush. Thank you.

NOTE: The President’s news conference began at
11:27 a.m. in the East Room at the White House.
In his remarks, he referred to Gen. George W.
Casey, Jr., USA, commanding general, Multi-Na-
tional Force—Iraq; Lt. Gen. Martin E. Dempsey,
USA, commander, Multi-National Security Tran-
sition Command—Iraq and NATO Training Mis-
sion—Iraq; and Prime Minister Fuad Siniora of
Lebanon. A reporter referred to Gen. John P.
Abizaid, USA, combatant commander, U.S. Cen-
tral Command. Prime Minister Maliki and two re-
porters spoke in Arabic, and their remarks were
translated by an interpreter.

Statement on Senate Action on the
“Child Custody Protection Act”
July 25, 2006

Transporting minors across State lines to
bypass parental consent laws regarding abor-
tion undermines State law and jeopardizes
the lives of young women. To combat this
dangerous practice, the Senate today passed
the Child Custody Protection Act, which pe-
nalizes those who unlawfully attempt to cir-
cumvent parental notification requirements.
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I appreciate the Senate’s efforts to pre-
serve the integrity of State law and protect
our Nation’s families. I look forward to the
House and Senate resolving their differences
in conference and sending this legislation for
my signature.

NOTE: The statement referred to S. 403.

Proclamation 8037—Anniversary of
the Americans With Disabilities Act,
2006

July 25, 2006

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

The Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA) has helped fulfill the promise of
America for millions of individuals living with
disabilities. The anniversary of this landmark
legislation is an important opportunity to cel-
ebrate our progress over the last 16 years and
the many contributions individuals with dis-
abilities make to our country.

When President George H. W. Bush
signed the ADA into law on July 26, 1990,
he called this legislation a “dramatic renewal
not only for those with disabilities but for
all of us, because along with the precious
privilege of being an American comes a sa-
cred duty to ensure that every other Ameri-
can’s rights are also guaranteed.” The ADA’s
far-reaching reforms have played a signifi-
cant role in enhancing the quality of life for
millions of Americans who must overcome
considerable challenges each day in order to
participate fully in all aspects of American
life.

My Administration continues to build on
the progress of the ADA through the New
Freedom Initiative. We have established an
online connection to the Federal Govern-
ment’s disability-related information and re-
sources at DisabilityInfo.gov, and the job
training and placement services of the “Tick-
et to Work” program and One-Stop Career
Centers are promoting greater employment
opportunities. We are also expanding edu-
cational opportunities for children with dis-
abilities, providing them with the tools they
need for success in their classrooms, homes,
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and communities. In addition, we are fos-
tering technological advancement and en-
couraging increased distribution of assistive
technology to help people with disabilities
live and work with greater independence. My
Administration will continue its efforts to re-
move barriers confronting Americans with
disabilities and their families so that every
individual can realize their full potential.

On this anniversary of the ADA, we under-
score our commitment to ensuring that the
fundamental promises of our democracy are
accessible to all our citizens. As we strive to
be a more caring and hopeful society, let us
continue to show the character of America
in our compassion for one another.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim July 26, 2006, as
a day in celebration of the 16th Anniversary
of the Americans with Disabilities Act. I call
on all Americans to celebrate the many con-
tributions of individuals with disabilities as
we work towards fulfilling the promise of the
ADA to give all our citizens the opportunity
to live with dignity, work productively, and
achieve their dreams.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-fifth day of July, in the
year of our Lord two thousand six, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirty-first.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., July 27, 2006]

NoTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on July 28.

Remarks at a Lunch With Prime
Minister Nuri al-Maliki of Iraq and
Military Personnel at Fort Belvoir,
Virginia

July 26, 2006

President Bush. Thank you all for such
gracious hospitality. I thought I would drop
by with the Prime Minister of Iraq. [Laugh-
ter] T wanted him to be with some of the
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finest citizens in the United States of Amer-
ica.

I appreciate our Ambassador to Iraq join-
ing us today, Zal Khalilzad. Mr. Ambassador,
thank you for coming. Ambassador Sumaydi,
from Iraq to the United States, is with us.
Ambassador, thank you for coming. I appre-
ciate the Members of the United States Sen-
ate who have joined us, Senator Warner and
Senator Allen. Thank you all for being here.
I appreciate you joining us. I want to thank
Congressman Jim Moran and Congressman
Tom Davis for joining us.

Mr. Prime Minister, obviously, Members
of the United States Congress are interested
in you. [Laughter] They're also interested in
the United States military. And they know
what I know, that anytime we’ve got a man
or woman in uniform in harm’s way, they de-
serve all the possible support necessary to
complete the mission.

I want to thank Colonel Lauritzen and all
the folks who made this visit possible. It’s
an honor to be here, and it’s an honor to
be with the family members of our troops.

Mr. Prime Minister, when I speak to our
troops, I also talk to their loved ones, because
you can’t have a strong United States military
without the support of the military families.
Our troops have sacrificed, and as they have
done so, so have our military families. And
so today we pay respect for the men and
women who wear the uniform and their
loved ones. We’re proud of you.

There’s no better place to come than Fort
Belvoir, Mr. Prime Minister, because here
there are some 120 military commands rep-
resenting the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine
Corps, and Coast Guard—all branches of the
United States military who have served with
distinction in fighting the terrorists who
would like to do us harm and prevent your
good country from becoming a democracy.

I tell our folks that success in Iraq is nec-
essary for the security of the United States,
and it’s necessary for the peace of the world.
One of the things that—one of the lessons
we can learn from history is that freedom
and liberty and democracies have got the ca-
pacity to convert enemies into allies and to
lay the foundation for peace.

Now, Mr. Prime Minister, we were deeply
moved when 12 million of your citizens went
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to the polls last December. It was really a
remarkable statement, wasn’t it? Twelve mil-
lion citizens, who at one time had lived under
the thumb of a brutal tyrant, went to the polls
and said, “We want to be free.” And out of
that election, Mr. Prime Minister, you and
your Government have emerged.

We respect the fact that your Government
represents the will of the Iraqi people. One
thing the Prime Minister told me getting out
of the limousine, after having flown on the
helicopter—(laughter]—was that he longs
for the day when the Iraqi children can live
in a hopeful society. That's what he wants.
He wants the Iraqi people to enjoy the bene-
fits that most people in other countries enjoy.
Itis a simple concept in many ways, yet is
profound, because my reaction upon hearing
his words was, this man will succeed if he
cares first and foremost about the people and
the condition of the Iraqi people. If he’s the
kind of leader like I know he is, who cares
about generations of Iraqgis to come, he will
be successful.

We've got hard work to do together, Mr.
Prime Minister. We were talking here at the
table, and I was commenting that it’s amaz-
ing, isn’t it, where some people decide to kill
innocent lives to stop freedom. And frankly,
that’s a hard concept for some of us to under-
stand. But I understand this: that in order
for freedom to succeed, those folks have got
to be brought to justice. They cannot be al-
lowed to kill the innocent.

And that's why we’ve sent some of our fin-
est citizens to help you, Mr. Prime Minister.
We want you to succeed. It’s in our Nation’s
interest that you succeed. And I'm confident
we will succeed. The Prime Minister came,
and he didn’t say this directly to me, but I
could tell by looking in my eyes, he wanted
to make sure that this was a President who
kept his word. I've told the Iraqi people, we
stand with you, and that no matter how tough
it gets, we will complete this mission. We
owe it to those who have served in combat.
We owe it to those who have lost a limb.
We owe it to those who have lost a life.

Fort Belvoir lost a good man recently in
Sergeant First Class Scott Smith. He was
killed by an IED. He helped save lives. He
helped lay that foundation for peace. And in
honor of his memory and in the memory of
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others who have gone before him, in honor
of the thousands of Iragis who have died at
the hands of terrorists, we will complete the
mission. It’s in our interest, Mr. Prime Min-
ister, that we succeed together.

And so I've asked you to come, to be in
the midst of those who have served our coun-
try. The amazing thing about our military is
that people have had to say, “I want to serve.”
Every person you see here in uniform, Mr.
Prime Minister, has volunteered to serve the
United States of America. And in so doing,
they have set a fantastic example for genera-
tions to come, and they have made the
United States of America incredibly proud.

So I'd like to welcome you to the podium,
Mr. Prime Minister. And as you come up
here and look at the folks here in uniform,
you've got to know how proud their Com-
mander in Chief is to be able to serve along-
side of them as we do our duty with honor
for our country.

Mr. Prime Minister.

Prime Minister Maliki. 1 would like to
thank the President for his invitation. And
I would also like to thank the Members of
Congress who are with us today here—and
to the sons and families of the Armed Forces
who are here with us in this celebration.
When I stand here in front of you and I salute
you, I would like to appreciate what you have
done and what you have achieved.

I appreciate your colleagues who offered
their lives on the land of Iraq, and I tell you
that Iraqis will never forget these sacrifices
because they have really participated in rid-
ding Iraq of dictatorship, one of the ugliest
regimes that the region has known. And we
are happy to be partners in this holy task
of fighting terrorism and establishing democ-
racy.

Iraq, because of what you have offered,
because of what your sons have offered, your
families have offered, has now moved from
dictatorship to democracy; from oppression,
torture chambers, chemical weapons, and
now into a space of freedom, liberty, and
partnership; from depravation and absolute
poverty into the condition where we now are
looking forward to economic prosperity, be-
cause Iraq is a rich country, and the previous
regime has wasted all the wealth of Iraq in
his adventures.
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I sympathize with those who made sac-
rifices, and I sympathize with the families
who have lost some loved ones. And I appre-
ciate this sacrifice and this suffering, because
I am one of the people who sacrificed and
suffered in Iraq. The previous regime had
sentenced me to death and actually has exe-
cuted 67 members of my family and relatives.
And I can feel the bitterness of the loss when
someone loses a dear member of his family,
4 Son Or a Spouse.

When blood mixes together in the field,
aiming to achieve one goal, this blood will
help in establishing long-lasting relationship
between us. Our relationship will stay for-
ever.

Terrorists still carry out, on daily basis,
these crazy actions against innocent civilians:
their suicide bombs, their car bombs against
the innocent civilians who have nothing to
do with the conflict in Iraq. They want to
kill democracy as they kill humans. But they
will definitely fail, because we are committed
to success, and we are committed to democ-
racy. And the daily killing does not prevent
Iraqis from carrying out and going along with
their daily lives. And we are confident that
we will succeed, because you and people like
you are helping us to confront terrorism—
terrorism that is spreading in our land—with
foreign support.

Lastly, on behalf of myself and on behalf
of the Iraqi people, I would like to thank
you and thank your families. I would like to
appreciate your losses, your sacrifices, appre-
ciate the bitterness of those who have lost
loved ones. I hope that you can go past your
losses, and I hope that you can compensate
it with—compensate it about what's hap-
pened.

And we feel pain and sorrow for every
drop of blood that falls in Iraq. But once
again, we give you all the salute—we salute
you, and we thank you very much for all that
you've offered to Iraq.

NotE: The President spoke at 1:17 p.m. at the
Fort Belvoir Community Club. In his remarks, he
referred to Iraq’s Ambassador to the U.S. Samir
Shakir al-Sumaydi; Col. Brian W. Lauritzen, USA,
garrison commander, Ft. Belvoir; and former
President Saddam Hussein of Iraq. Prime Min-
ister Maliki spoke in Arabic, and his remarks were
translated by an interpreter.
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Statement on House of
Representatives Action on the
“Expanding American
Homeownership Act of 2006
July 26, 2006

I am pleased the House passed the “Ex-
panding American Homeownership Act of
2006.”

The Federal Housing Administration has
helped millions of Americans become home-
owners in communities throughout our coun-
try. I appreciate the House’s efforts to mod-
ernize this important program to ensure that
it reflects the demands of today’s market-
place and addresses the current needs of po-
tential home buyers. By providing the FHA
with increased flexibility for mortgage down-
payment requirements and the authority to
tailor financing to suit a family’s unique situa-
tion, this bill will improve FHA’s ability to
help lower and moderate-income families
achieve the American Dream.

I encourage the Senate to join the House
and pass this critical legislation.

NOTE: The statement referred to H.R. 5121.

Remarks on Signing the Fannie Lou
Hamer, Rosa Parks, and Coretta
Scott King Voting Rights Act
Reauthorization and Amendments
Act of 2006

July 27, 2006

Thank you. Good morning. Welcome.
Thanks for being here on this special day.
Please be seated. America began with a dec-
laration that all men are created equal. This
declaration marked a tremendous advance in
the story of freedom, yet it also contained
a contradiction: Some of the same men who
signed their names to this self-evident truth
owned other men as property. By reauthor-
izing this act, Congress has reaffirmed its be-
lief that all men are created equal, its belief
that the new founding started by the signing
of the bill by President Johnson is worthy
of our great Nation to continue.

I'm proud to be here with our Attorney
General, members of my Cabinet, leaders of
the United States Senate and House of Rep-
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resentatives. I thank the bill sponsors. I thank
the members of the Judiciary Committee. I
appreciate SO very much representatives of
the Hamer family who have joined us, rep-
resentatives of the Rosa and Raymond Parks
Institute who have joined us, and members
of the King family, in particular Reverend
Bernice King and Martin Luther King.
Thank you all for coming.

I'm honored to be here with civil rights
leaders like Dr. Dorothy Height, Julian
Bond, the chairman of the NAACP. Bruce
Gordon, thank you, Bruce. Reverend Low-
ery, it’s good to see you again, sir—fortu-
nately, I got the mic this time. [Laughter]
I'm proud to be here with Marc Morial.
Thanks for coming, Marc. Juanita Abernathy
is with us today. Jesse Jackson, good to see
you, Jesse. Al Sharpton, Dr. Benjamin Hooks
and Frances are with us. A lot of other folks
who care deeply about this issue—we wel-
come you here.

It's good to welcome the mayor. Mr.
Mayor, good to see you. Thanks for coming—
Tony Williams. Everything is fine in the
neighborhood; I appreciate it. [Laughter]
And the mayor of Selma, Alabama, James
Perkins, is with us. Mr. Mayor, proud you're
here. Welcome, sir.

The right of ordinary men and women to
determine their own political future lies at
the heart of the American experiment, and
it is a right that has been won by the sacrifice
of patriots. The Declaration of Independence
was born on the stand for liberty taken at
Lexington and Concord. The amendments to
our Constitution that outlawed slavery and
guaranteed the right to vote came at the price
of a terrible civil war.

The Voting Rights Act that broke the seg-
regationist lock on the ballot box rose from
the courage shown on a Selma bridge one
Sunday afternoon in March of 1965. On that
day, African Americans, including a Member
of the United States Congress, John Lewis,
marched across the Edmund Pettus Bridge
in a protest intended to highlight the unfair
practices that kept them off the voter rolls.

The brutal response showed America why
a march was necessary. When the marchers
reached the far side of the bridge, they were
met by State troopers and civilian posse bear-
ing billy clubs and whips—weapons they did
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not hesitate to use. The images of policemen
using night sticks on peaceful protestors were
carried on television screens across the coun-
try, and they stung the conscience of a slum-
bering America.

One week after Selma, President Lyndon
Johnson took to the airwaves to announce
that he planned to submit legislation that
would bring African Americans into the civic
life of our Nation. Five months after Selma,
he signed the Voting Rights Act into law in
the rotunda of our Nation’s Capitol. In a little
more than a year after Selma, a newly enfran-
chised black community used their power at
the ballot box to help defeat the sheriff who
had sent men with whips and clubs to the
Edmund Pettus Bridge on that bloody Sun-
day.

For some parts of our country, the Voting
Rights Act marked the first appearance of
African Americans on the voting rolls since
Reconstruction. And in the primaries and
elections that followed the signing of this act,
many African Americans pulled the voting
lever for the first time in their lives.

Eighty-one-year-old Willie Bolden was the
grandson of slaves, and in the spring of 1966,
he cast his first ballot in Alabama’s Demo-
cratic primary. He told a reporter, “It felt
good to me. It made me think I was sort
of somebody.” In the America promised by
our Founders, every citizen is a somebody,
and every generation has a responsibility to
add its own chapter to the unfolding story
of freedom.

In four decades since the Voting Rights
Act was first passed, we’ve made progress to-
ward equality, yet the work for a more per-
fect union is never ending. We’ll continue
to build on the legal equality won by the civil
rights movement to help ensure that every
person enjoys the opportunity that this great
land of liberty offers. And that means a de-
cent education and a good school for every
child, a chance to own their own home or
business, and the hope that comes from
knowing that you can rise in our society by
hard work and God-given talents.

Today we renew a bill that helped bring
a community on the margins into the life of
American democracy. My administration will
vigorously enforce the provisions of this law,
and we will defend it in court. This legislation
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is named in honor of three heroes of Amer-
ican history who devoted their lives to the
struggle of civil rights: Fannie Lou Hamer,
Rosa Parks, and Coretta Scott King. And in
honor of their memory and their contribu-
tions to the cause of freedom, I am proud
to sign the Voting Rights Act Reauthorization
and Amendments Act of 2006.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:34 a.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Bruce S. Gordon, president and
chief executive officer, National Association for
the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP);
civil rights leader Rev. Joseph E. Lowery; Marc
H. Morial, president and chief executive officer,
National Urban League; Juanita Abernathy, wife
of deceased civil rights leader Rev. Ralph D. Aber-
nathy; civil rights leader Rev. Jesse L. Jackson,
Sr., founder and president, Rainbow/PUSH Coali-
tion; 2004 Democratic Party presidential can-
didate Rev. Alfred C. Sharpton; Dr. Benjamin L.
Hooks, National Civil Rights Museum board
chairman, and his wife, Frances; and Mayor An-
thony A. Williams of Washington, DC. H.R. 9,
approved July 27, was assigned Public Law No.
109-246.

Remarks Following Discussions With
President Traian Basescu of
Romania and an Exchange With
Reporters

July 27 2006

President Bush. The Prime Minister and
I will take a couple of questions a side after
opening statements—Mr. President, excuse
me. Welcome.

President Basescu. Thank you.

President Bush. The President and I are
friends. Romania and the United States are
friends, and we’re allies. And as such, we've
had an in-depth discussion about a variety
of subjects. We talked about the international
scene and how we can work together to pro-
mote democracy and peace. We talked about
the neighborhood, and I assured him that the
United States position on Moldova is that we
support the territorial integrity of Moldova.

We talked about bilateral relations. One
of the—of course, the issues that’s on the
President’s mind is visa policy. He was very
articulate and strong in his position that the
United States must be forward-leaning when
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it comes to granting visas to the citizens of
Romania. I listened very carefully. I assured
him that there is a way forward; there’s a
roadmap that we'd like to work with our
friends and allies on, and we will pay very
careful attention to what the President said.

We've got a lot on our agenda because
we're friends. And I do want to thank the
people of Romania for their strong support
for the young democracies in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan. And your contribution, Mr. Presi-
dent, has been worthwhile and meaningful,
and I know the Iraqi people are grateful, and
soam I.

So welcome back to the Oval Office.

President Basescu. Thank you very
much, Mr. President. In fact, we meet each
other after one year—compare it with what
we discussed last year, we conclude that both
parties fulfilled assumed obligations. Roma-
nia will continue to remain an ally of the
United States in supporting the democracy
in Iraq and Afghanistan, in supporting demo-
cratic regimes in these countries like a key
of freedom on the area.

In same time, we analyze together the bi-
lateral relations and the problems which are
around Black Sea, around of the region
where Romania exists. We analyzed the
Western Balkans situation; we analyzed the
situation of Moldova and the necessity having
Republic of Moldova in his territory unaf-
fected by anybody.

In same time, we conclude that we have
to continue our cooperation in economical
area, in political area, and in security area.
And in same time, Romania will contribute
with peace possibilities in spreading the de-
mocracy around of Romania, mainly on the
Black Sea region.

That’s all in a few words. I thank you very
much, Mr. President, for our discussion.

President Bush. Thank you, sir.

Jennifer [Jennifer Loven,
Press].

Associated

Situation in the Middle East

Q. Thank you, sir. Israel’s Justice Minister
said that the lack of a call from the inter-
national community for an immediate cease-
fire essentially gives Israel a green light to
push harder. And the top general there says
there will be several more weeks of fighting.

1393

Is your administration okay with these
things?

President Bush. 1 believe this: I believe
that, as Condi said yesterday, the Middle
East is littered with agreements that just
didn’t work. And now is the time to address
the root cause of the problem. And the root
cause of the problem is terrorist groups try-
ing to stop the advance of democracies.

Hizballah attacked Israel. 1 believe
Hizballah—1I know Hizballah is connected to
Iran. And now is the time for the world to
confront this danger. Look, we care deeply
about the loss of life. And I'm troubled by
the destruction that has taken place in Leb-
anon. You know, we grieve when Lebanese
families lose innocent life. I've urged that
there be caution when it comes to dealing
with Hizballah. On the other hand, I fully
understand that whatever is done diplomati-
cally must address the root cause. And the
root cause is terrorist activities. One of the
things I said initially when these incidents
first started happening, was that it's impor-
tant for the Lebanese democracy to survive
and to become strong.

And so what you're watching is American
policy aiming to address the root cause and
aiming to strengthen Lebanese democracy so
that we can have peace. I view this as a clash
of forms of government. I see people who
can’t stand the thought of democracy taking
hold in parts of—in the Middle East. And
as democracy begins to advance, they use ter-
rorist tactics to stop it.

And so I appreciate my Secretary of State’s
hard work. There’s a lot of diplomacy being
done. There’s a lot of discussions about how
to go forward. Yesterday’s meetings were
successful in this way: It showed a diplomatic
way forward. And so you’re seeing a lot of
diplomacy take place.

But our objective is to make sure those
who use terrorist tactics are not rewarded,
and at the same time, help those who have
suffered as a result of the responses.

Q. So several more weeks of fighting is
okay to achieve those goals?

President Bush. My goal is exactly what
I said it was, and that is to hopefully end
this as quickly as possible, and at the same
time, making sure there’s a lasting peace—
not a fake peace, not a fake, you know, kind
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of circumstances that make us all feel better,
and then, sure enough, the problem arises
again. And that's the goal of the United
States. And we're working toward that end,
and we’re working hard diplomatically. Look,
as soon as we can get this resolved the better,
obviously, but it must be real. And it can’t
be fake. And so there’s a serious diplomatic
effort going forward, led ably by my Sec-
retary of State.

You want to ask somebody from the Roma-
nian press?

Romania’s Participation in International
Affairs

Q. Is there any role for the Romanian—
for Romania in the American foreign policy
strategies besides its participation within the
American-led coalitions in Iraq and Afghani-
stan?

President Bush. Absolutely. I spent a lot
of time listening to my friend’s advice on the
Black Sea region. We're going to spend time
over lunch talking about specific issues re-
lated to the Balkans. And Romania’s role in
this area and in her neighborhood is a vital
role, one that I listen very carefully to his
advice on, because this area of the world is
one where there’s emerging democracies.
And it’s an area of the world that is—where
there has been historical conflict, and it’s an
area of the world where we've got to pay at-
tention to it. And so the Romanian role is
a vital role.

And so, as I say, we're going to spend time
strategizing about the role over lunch.

Holland [Steve Holland, Reuters].

War on Terror

Q. Sir, thank you. Dr. Zawahiri has sur-
faced again with a new videotape urging
Muslims to fight and become martyrs be-
cause of the conflict in Lebanon. What's your
reaction to that?

President Bush. My answer is, I'm not
surprised people who use terrorist tactics
would start speaking out. It doesn’t surprise
me. I am—Zawabhiri’s attitude about life is
that there shouldn’t be free societies, and he
believes that people ought to use terrorist
tactics, the killing of innocent people, to
achieve his objective. And so I'm not sur-
prised he feels like he needs to lend his voice
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to terrorist activities that are trying to prevent
democracies from moving forward.

Al Qaida has made it clear about their vi-
sion for the future, and it’s one that is exactly
opposite to what the American people be-
lieve and this Romanian President believes,
and that is, people ought to be free—free
to worship, free to speak their minds, free
to participate in the process.

And so, you know, here’s a fellow who is
in a remote region of the world putting out
statements basically encouraging people to
use terrorist tactics to kill innocent people
to achieve political objectives. And the
United States of America stands strong
against Mr. Zawahiri and his types.

U.S. Visa Policy

Q. Mr. President, sir, about a visa waiver,
how soon can Romanians expect to travel to
U.S. without a visa? And when taking this
decision that Romanians are expecting, are
you going to take under consideration, for
instance, that Romanians will probably want
to come and work in the United States in
huge numbers? Is that the problem for the
United States?

President Bush. No, no. It’s an interesting
question you bring up, however. I told the
President we're dealing with an immigration
debate here in the United States and that
I'm hopeful that we’ll get a comprehensive
immigration bill that will accommodate peo-
ple who want to work here, but we want
them to work here on a temporary basis and
in a legal way.

No, the issue with the visa policy first start-
ed because of what was an overstay problem
based upon a history of people traveling to
the United States during a different era. In
other words, a lot of people during the pre-
vious era—that era would be one defined by
a non-free society versus a free society—
would come to the United States on a tem-
porary visa and then would overstay their
visa. And we have laws on the books that
say countries who had people come and over-
stay their visas, therefore, must be viewed
differently than others.

Now, one of the first changes we have
made is that we have said, “Okay, that’s a
bygone era; now let’s look toward the fu-
ture.” Secondly, we've said to countries, “We
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want to work together on a roadmap to make
sure the visa policy will work.” And that’s
where we are with Romania as well as other
countries. And so each country has to de-
velop its own roadmap based upon its own
particular circumstances.

And that’s what we're doing, Mr. Presi-
dent. The answer is, as quickly as we can
get these issues resolved, the better. But
we've still got work to do.

President Basescu. If you allow me, Mr.
President, mainly for the American journal-
ists. Romanians don’t look at the United
States like immigration area. In fact, as a
member of European Union, the Romanians
have a lot of places to work around Romania.

The problem which we have now—and for
this reason, I raised the subject of visas in
discussions with the President—is in connec-
tion with our students which are more and
more present in American universities, with
our intelligent peoples which are working in
IBM or in Oracle, with our business peo-
ples—and if you look at the volume of the
business in the last 3 years, was three times
increased. And now a businessperson from
Romania, in order to obtain a visa coming
in United States, discussing about developing
the business, need minimum 3 months.

And in fact, the Romanians don’t look at
the United States like a place to immigrate
illegally or to find a working place. This prob-
lem was settled for Romanians in Europe.
We already have the people spread around
of Europe, like Romania have people from
Europe, from other countries which work in
Romania. Romania will not be illegal immi-
gration problem, or a problem from the point
of view of jobs which exist in the United
States.

Thank you, Mr. President.
President Bush. Good job. Thank you.

NoTE: The President spoke at 11:58 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Ayman Al-Zawahiri, founder of the
Egyptian Islamic Jihad and senior Al Qaida asso-
ciate. A reporter referred to Minister of Justice
Haim Ramon of Israel.
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Remarks on Signing the Adam Walsh
Child Protection and Safety Act of
2006

July 27, 2006

The President. Thank you all for coming.
Please be seated. Welcome and good after-
noon. In a few moments, I will sign the Adam
Walsh Child Protection and Safety Act of
2006. Twenty-five years ago today, Adam
Walsh was abducted from a department
store, and he was later found murdered. In
the years since, his parents, John and Reve
Walsh, have become advocates for missing
children. They've helped combat child ab-
duction and exploitation across this country.
And the bill T sign today will strengthen Fed-
eral laws to protect our children from sexual
and other violent crimes, will help prevent
child pornography, and will make the Inter-
net safer for our sons and daughters. I want
to thank you all for joining us today, and
thank you for your tireless crusade.

I'm pleased to be up here with the Attor-
ney General, Al Gonzales. I want to thank
all the Members of the House and the Senate
who have joined us. John, as you can see,
you've attracted quite a crowd here.

John Walsh. S W.A.T. team for kids.

The President. Yes, it is, SW.A.T. team
for kids.

I appreciate very much the bill sponsors
who have joined us, and the committee chair-
men and the leadership that has made this
bill possible. This is a good piece of bipar-
tisan legislation, and I'm really going to be
proud to sign it.

I want to thank all the family members
of victims who have joined us today. I par-
ticularly want to say hello to Elizabeth Smart
and Amie Zyla. Thank you all for coming.

You know, having someone harm your
child is one of the worst nightmares a parent
could face. And the families who have joined
us today have felt that pain firsthand. In your
suffering and loss, many of you have found
the courage to become advocates for the
safety of other children. Because of your ef-
forts, this important measure is going to be-
come the law of the land, and the children
of parents you may never meet will be spared
the anguish your families have known. So
thank you for your contribution.
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Protecting our children is our solemn re-
sponsibility. It's what we must do. When a
child’s life or innocence is taken, it is a ter-
rible loss—it’s an act of unforgivable cruelty.
Our society has a duty to protect our children
from exploitation and danger. By enacting
this law, we’re sending a clear message across
the country: Those who prey on our children
will be caught, prosecuted, and punished to
the fullest extent of the law.

I appreciate working with Congress in the
past to give law enforcement the tools they
need to go after criminals who kidnap and
exploit children. In 2003, I signed the PRO-
TECT Act, that expanded the use of Amber
Alerts, that makes grants to all 50 States so
law enforcement can quickly alert the public
about missing children and their abductors.
We also launched Operation Predator to help
law enforcement track down and arrest for-
eign pedophiles and human traffickers and
sex tourists and Internet pornographers who
prey on our children.

Earlier this year, the Department of Jus-
tice, led by Al Gonzales, launched Project
Safe Childhood to help Federal, State, and
local enforcement officials investigate and
prosecute crimes against children that are fa-
cilitated by the Internet and other electronic
communications.

This new law I sign today builds on the
progress in four important ways. First, the
bill T sign today will greatly expand the Na-
tional Sex Offender Registry by integrating
the information in State sex offender registry
systems and ensuring that law enforcement
has access to the same information across the
United States. It seems to make sense,
doesn’t it? See, these improvements will help
prevent sex offenders from evading detection
by moving from one State to the next. Data
drawn from this comprehensive registry will
also be made available to the public so par-
ents have the information they need to pro-
tect their children from sex offenders that
might be in their neighborhoods.

Second, the bill T sign today will increase
Federal penalties for crimes against children.
This bill imposes tough mandatory minimum
penalties for the most serious crimes against
our children. It increases penalties for crimes
such as sex trafficking of children and child
prostitution, provides grants to States to help
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them institutionalize sex offenders who've
shown they cannot change their behavior and
are about to be released from prison.

Third, the bill T sign today will make it
harder for sex predators to reach our children
on the Internet. Some sex predators use this
technology to make contact with potential
victims, so the bill authorizes additional new
regional Internet Crimes Against Children
Task Forces. These task forces provide fund-
ing and training to help State and local law
enforcement combat crimes involving the
sexual exploitation of minors on the Internet.

Fourth, the bill T sign today will help pre-
vent child abuse by creating a National Child
Abuse Registry and requiring investigators to
do background checks on adoptive and foster
parents before they approve to take custody
of a child. By giving child protective service
professionals in all 50 States access to this
critical information, we will improve their
ability to investigate child abuse cases and
help ensure that the vulnerable children are
not put into situations of abuse or neglect.

This is a comprehensive piece of legisla-
tion, and it’s an important bill. Our Nation
grieves with every family that’s suffered the
unbearable pain of a child who’s been ab-
ducted or abused. This law makes an impor-
tant step forward in this country’s efforts to
protect those who cannot protect themselves.

I thank you for coming for witness to this.
It's now my high honor to sign the Adam
Walsh Child Protection and Safety Act of
2006.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 1:11 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Elizabeth A. Smart and Amie Zylar,
child protection advocates. H.R. 4472, approved
July 27, was assigned Public Law No. 109-248.

Remarks to the National Association
of Manufacturers

July 27, 2006

The President. John, thanks. Thanks for
the good, short introduction. [Laughter]
Thanks for having me here. I want to thank
you all for doing what you do for the country.
I appreciate your leadership. I appreciate the
entrepreneurial spirit which is represented in
this room. Our manufacturers make products
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that enrich our life, that drive and sustain
our economy, that create jobs and oppor-
tunity. When America’s manufacturing sector
is healthy, this country is healthy. And that’s
what I want to come to talk about, how to
make sure that this Nation has a healthy
economy and how to make sure the manufac-
turing sector remains one of the most impor-
tant parts of our economic vitality.

I want to thank John Luke for his chair-
manship of the National Association of Man-
ufactures. I appreciate you hiring my buddy,
the former Governor of Michigan, John
Engler—[laughter]—who is doing a fine job,
I might add. I'm proud to be joined today
by a member of my Cabinet, Ambassador
Susan Schwab, who is the U.S. Trade Rep-
resentative. Thanks for coming. I'm going to
talk a little bit about—[applause]—and T ap-
preciate the members of the National Asso-
ciation of Manufacturers. Thanks for coming
to Washington; thanks for giving me a chance
to visit with you.

I understand the importance of manufac-
turing to our Nation’s economic leadership
and prosperity. Our economic growth is pow-
ered by manufacturing. Catch this fact: By
itself, U.S. manufacturing output is greater
in size than the eighth largest economy in
the world. Our manufacturers pioneer the in-
novations, technology, and methods that
maintain this Nation’s economic leadership.
And it’s important that we remain the eco-
nomic leader in the world, for the good of
our people. Manufacturers are responsible
for nearly three-fifths of all private-sector re-
search and development. In other words, if
you want to be the economic leader, you
must have research and development to con-
stantly stay ahead of the competition. And
the manufacturing sector of the United
States spends a lot of money making sure
this country is innovative.

Our Nation’s standard of living depends
on our manufacturers. America’s manufac-
turers provide our people with rewarding ca-
reers and high-paying jobs. Manufacturing
jobs pay over 20 percent more than the na-
tional average. If you're working for a manu-
facturing company, you're likely to be getting
paid more than your neighbor. Your standard

of living is higher.
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For decades, our manufacturers have
faced the pressures of increased competition
and globalization, but you've handled that
competition well. Not only have you handled
it well, you've excelled.

Manufacturing today represents roughly
the same share of the real economy as it did
20 years ago. Every day, American manufac-
turers confront the competitive challenges of
the global marketplace. I know that. You es-
pecially know that. But every day you stay
innovative and creative and work on produc-
tivity, you continue to lead this Nation. And
so I'm here to thank you, to thank you and
your workers.

You know, we’ve overcome a lot together.
Sometimes it’s easy to forget short-term his-
tory. I'm sure you still remember the days
of recession; stock market adjustment; cor-
porate scandals; the terrorist attack of Sep-
tember the 11th, 2001, that still drives my
foreign policy; the response of our Govern-
ment to defend ourselves; natural disaster;
high energy prices. We've faced a lot. But
as John mentioned, I'm the kind of fellow
that sees a problem and likes to address it
head-on.

And working with the Congress, we cut
the taxes on you to get this economy back.
I believe that when you have more of your
own money in your pocket to save, spend,
or invest, this economy is going to grow. I
would rather have the American people
spending their own money to drive this econ-
omy forward than Government trying to
drive the economy forward. And so we cut
the taxes. We didn’t cut the taxes on a few;
we cut the taxes on everybody who pays
taxes. We doubled the child tax credit. We
reduced the marriage penalty. We created
new incentives for small businesses to invest.

We cut the taxes on dividends and capital
gains, and we did so because we thought it
was important to lower the cost of capital.
If you're counting on the private sector to
help recover from the tough situations we've
been through, what you want to do is make
capital less expensive so you can borrow easi-
€r or raise money faster, to invest. Invest-
ment means jobs and expansion.

We put the death tax to the road—on the
road to extinction. I believe it’s unfair to say
to somebody who’s built up some assets—
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a farmer or businessowner—that the Gov-
ernment is going to tax you twice, once when
you make your money and then once when
you move on and try to pass it on to your
relatives. That’s called “taxation without res-
piration.” [Laughter]

This Congress passed—repealed the death
tax, and the Senate is working on it. I strongly
urge the United States Senate to come to-
gether with the House and put an end to
the death tax for the sake of economic expan-
sion.

Our policies have worked. Let me re-
phrase that: Our policies to enable you to
work better have worked. After all, the econ-
omy grew at an annual rate of 5.6 percent
in the first quarter of 2006. In 2005, the
American economy turned in a performance
that’s the envy of the industrialized world.
Our economy grew at 3.5 percent. That’s
faster than any other major industrialized na-
tion.

Since August 2003, this economy of ours
has created 5.4 million new jobs. That’s more
than Japan and the 25 nations of the Euro-
pean Union combined. For 34 straight
months, the American economy has added
jobs. Our unemployment rate is 4.6 percent.
That’s below the average of each of the past
four decades. Manufacturing employment
has increased by 18,000 over the past year—
it’s the largest 12-month gain since the pe-
riod ending September of 1998.

Across the United States, real after-tax in-
come is up more than 7 percent per Amer-
ican. Since January 2001, producti\/ity is on
the rise. Our productivity has been growing
at 3.5 percent for the past 5 years. That’s
the fastest rate in nearly four decades. Amer-
ican workers are more than 18 percent more
productive than they were in early 2001.

Let me talk about productivity for a
minute—it’s kind of a concept that some may
not relate to. From 1973 until 1995, produc-
tivity grew at 1.4 percent per year. At that
rate, it would take 50 years to double the
standard of living for Americans. Our econo-
mists now project that productivity will grow
by 2.7 percent over the long term, and at
that rate, we can double the standard of liv-
ing of Americans nearly twice as fast. In other
words, the more productive a society it is,
the better lifestyle our citizens will have.
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Manufacturing activity is growing. For 37
straight months, the Institute of Supply Man-
agement’s manufacturing index has indicated
that the manufacturing sector is expanding.
Over the past 12 months, industrial produc-
tion has increased 4.5 percent. And this
morning, the Commerce Department re-
ported that new orders for durable manufac-
turing goods were up 3.1 percent in the
month of June. What I'm telling you is, the
economic policies we have pursued are work-
ing.

And the fundamental question facing this
country is: What do we need to do to ensure
the economy remains strong? What is it that
Congress and the administration can do to
help the manufacturing sector continue to
grow? What is it we must do to make sure
the entrepreneurial spirit remains strong?
What actions must we take to make sure
America is the economic leader in the world?

Well, here are some ideas. One is, we've
got to be wise about how we spend your
money. We've got to be wise when we appro-
priate money here in Washington. Deficits
can hurt economic vitality. And I understand
that. So the first thing you've got to do here
in Washington is set priorities when it comes
to spending the people’s money.

And Tl tell you my priority. My priority
is this: So long as we have a man or woman
wearing our uniform who is in harm’s way
they will get all they need to secure the vic-
tory. And we'll spend resources to protect
this homeland. September the 11th re-
minded us that we’re no longer an island,
that we can’t assume problems overseas
won’t come home to hurt us. Our most sol-
emn duty in Washington, DC, is to protect
the American people, and we take that duty
seriously.

And that priority is reflected in the budg-
ets. And so we've got to show spending re-
straint elsewhere in the budget if we're going
to be wise about how we spend your money.
We've reduced the rate of growth of non-
security discretionary spending since 2001,
and my last two budgets have cut this kind
of spending. We said to Congress, “Here’s
our priorities; you need to make tough
choices.” And they've come along with us.
And I hope the appropriations bills coming
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out this fall match this same fiscal responsi-
bility that we've shown in the past.

I also addressed mandatory spending ear-
lier this year when I signed the Deficit Re-
duction Act, which saves taxpayers nearly $40
billion over the next 5 years. In other words,
were working with Congress to be wise
about spending your money.

I set a goal for this country that we cut
the deficit in half by 2009—just had an inter-
esting statistic come out in the Mid-Session
Review recently. That's the time we take a
look and see how things are going. When Rob
Portman, who is the Director of OMB, ana-
lyzed revenues and spending, he projected
that tax revenues will grow by $246 billion
during this year. In other words, when you
cut the taxes and you grow your economy,
more revenues come into the Treasury. And
it looks like we're on track to balance our
budget by 2008 [cut the deficit in half by
2008] *. The current deficit is now—pro-
jected to be 2.3 percent of GDP. We're ful-
filling our responsibilities. We're meeting the
goal of reducing this deficit. The best way
to reduce the deficit is to keep progrowth
economic policies in place by keeping this
Tax Code—making these tax cuts permanent
and being wise about how we spend your
money.

If Congress really does want to work with
the administration to make sure that there’s
fiscal sanity in Washington, they need to give
me the line-item veto. And I appreciate your
hard work on this issue. Thank you for sup-
porting our attempt to work with Congress
to make it easier for both parts of Govern-
ment, both branches of Government, to be
smart about how we spend the people’s
money.

Forty-three Governors have got the line-
item veto. It’s a useful tool. It works. It’s time
to bring the important tool to Washington.
The line-item veto will allow a President to
target unnecessary spending. See, sometimes
they get these big spending bills and put a
little something in there for their district.
[Laughter] Sometimes they’re able to do it
without a hearing. Just kind of ends up in
there, in the bill, without much scrutiny.
They're able to put earmarks on large bills.

* White House correction.
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What the line-item veto would enable a
President to do is take a look at the big bills
and kind of call out some of the programs
that might not fit into the national priorities,
and then send it back up to the Hill for an
up-or-down vote. That's one way to make
sure there’s fiscal sanity in the budget. But
the line-item veto would do something else.
It would make lawmakers hesitant to try to
tack something into the bills in the first place
if they knew that their programs would see
the light of day. In other words, sometimes
sunshine is the best way to heal a problem.

I want to thank you for helping get the
bill out of the House of Representatives. A
bipartisan majority supported this concept of
a line-item veto, a concept where the execu-
tive branch and the legislative branch would
work closely together. And the United States
Senate needs to take up this important legis-
lation.

I was pleased the other day when my op-
ponent in the 2004 campaign, John Kerry,
came down to visit with me in the Cabinet
Room to endorse the line-item veto. He’s one
of the bill sponsors of the line-item veto. The
Senate needs to get the bill passed and to
my desk.

I understand what you understand, that
one of the biggest drags on our economic
growth is going to be Social Security and
Medicare, unless we do something about it.
See, we've got a lot of guys like me who are
fixing to retire. [Laughter] T'll be 62 in
2008—which is a convenient time to turn 62.
[Laughter] And there’s a lot of baby boomers
that are living longer and that are getting
ready for the benefits that we have been
promised—Dby the way, benefits that are larg-
er than the previous generation’s benefits.

And there are fewer people paying into
the system to make sure that the promises
that have been made to my generation are
kept, which means these big programs are
becoming insolvent very quickly. There’s an
overhang. There’s unfunded liabilities that
we've got to address. One of the reasons why
Hank Paulson came to Washington is be-
cause he wants to address big problems—
he’s the new Secretary of the Treasury. He’s
a can-do kind of person, John; he can get
things done. And I'm looking forward to
working with Hank and working with the
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United States Congress to once and for all
put Social Security and Medicare on the road
to solvency. We owe it to a new generation
of Americans coming up, and we owe it to
our entrepreneurs and risk-takers to solve
this problem now.

It’s so easy in Washington to say, “Well,
it’s not necessarily a crisis; let’s just shove
it down the road.” That's not why I ran for
office. I believe a President and a Congress
must confront problems now and not pass
them on to future generations, which is what
I intend to do.

Here’s some other ideas to make sure
we're an economic leader. We've got to re-
main competitive. We've got to make the
R&D tax credit permanent. I talked about—
if you're somebody trying to figure out how
much to spend on R&D, and you're not sure
whether or not the tax credit will be around
in the out years, you're less likely to take risk,
less likely to spend the money, less likely to
invest in the future, so the R&D tax credit—
the permanency of the R&D tax credit makes
sense if you want to remain a competitive
nation.

And here at the Federal level, I have pro-
posed doubling the Federal commitment to
the most basic critical—the most critical
basic research in physical sciences over the
next 10 years. I'll tell you why I have. I think
that the Federal Government can help lever-
age ideas. I know it’s in our national interest
to spend taxpayers” money on research. The
research that we conduct today will enable
future generations to remain competitive to-
morrow. I don’t know if you know this or
not, but the iPod came about because of a
lot of Federal research—or probably the
most known one is the Internet. In other
words, it makes sense to invest taxpayers’
money, because there’s a greater good to be
gained when it comes to investing in basic
research.

You know what I know, that we better have
an educated workforce if we’re going to be
able to compete in the 21st century. We've
made great strides in early grade education.
I don’t know if you followed the debate on
No Child Left Behind, but it’s a really impor-
tant piece of legislation. I'll tell you why it’s
important—is because for too long we had
a system that just shuffled kids through the
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schools. You know, I spoke to the NAACP
the other day, and I recounted a story of
when I was a Governor. I remember going
to a high school in a pretty tough neighbor-
hood in Texas. I'll never forget, the ninth
grade teacher looking me in the eye and say-
ing, “T'm having trouble teaching.” And I
said, “Why is that?” He said, “Because my
kids can’t read.” In other words, they’d just
been moved through.

We can’t compete in the 21st century if
we have a system that does not hold people
accountable. And so we said, “In return for
additional Federal money from Washington,
DC, we expect you, the State, to measure.”
Why do you measure? Because you want to
know early in a child’s career whether they
can read or write and add and subtract. And
if a child is falling behind, there’s extra
money in No Child Left Behind. The whole
purpose is to have an accountability system
that is able to detect problems early, before
it’s too late. And guess what. Because we
measure, we can now see that an achieve-
ment gap is closing.

But there’s more to be done, particularly
in math and science. We need to apply the
same rigor of No Child Left Behind that we
use in reading—in No Child Left Behind—
in math in the middle grade. We're doing
fine early in math. The problem is, is that
the measurement shows us that we’re falling
behind in math in the middle grades. We
need to measure and solve problems earlier
for our children than high school when it
comes to math and science.

I'm a big believer in Advanced Placement.
These are programs that believe in high
standards and high accountability. And so
we’'re going to train 70,000 high school teach-
ers over the next 5 years to head AP courses
in math and science.

I'll never forget going into Dallas recently
to see an AP class there. And presumably,
this little school graduates more AP students
than any school in the country, at least that’s
what the Texas teacher told me. But you
know how we Texans are, we tend to—yes,
we—TJlaughter]. Let’s just say this: They
graduate a lot. [Laughter] And there were
Latinos and African Americans. These bright
young kids will become—will be the sci-
entists and engineers. But they need that
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rigor; they need to be challenged; they need
to have high standards; and they need a
teacher group that is capable of teaching Ad-
vanced Placement.

We need to have an adjunct teacher corps
to bring 30,000 math and science profes-
sionals into the classroom. Sometimes
science isn’t viewed as cool. But we need to
make sure that students understand that it
is good to take science and engineering and
math. As a matter of fact, we need to be
able to connect the fact that the jobs of the
21st century, the high-paying, high-quality
jobs will depend on a person’s ability to be
able to be an engineer or a mathematician
or a scientist.

And I want to thank John and your crowd
for helping us with this American Competi-
tiveness Initiative. It’s vital for our country
that we take action now to make sure that
we remain the leader in the world when it
comes to the economy.

We've got to do something about health
care to make sure we're competitive. One
thing we will do is we'll take care of the poor
and the elderly. This Medicare bill T signed
is a really good piece of legislation that now
says to poor seniors, you no longer have to
choose between your medicine and food and
electricity. They've been talking about mod-
ernizing Medicare for a long period of time,
and my administration, working with the
United States Congress, finally got it done.

I'm a big believer in health savings ac-
counts, because it puts customers in charge
of the health decisions. I would hope that
as you analyze your health care plans, look
at health savings accounts as ways to save
money, but equally importantly, ways to em-
power your employees to make rational
choices about their health care.

In order to make sure customers have got
more choice in their health care, you've got
to have transparency. You know, health care
is one of the few industries where you really
don’t know pricing. How many of you ever
actually asked a doctor, “What are you going
to charge me, Doc?” Generally, you don’t
ask that because a third party pays the bill.
If you're worried about rising health care
costs, it seems like it makes sense to have
transparency in pricing and quality and to
give consumers more choices to make in the
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marketplace, to empower people to ask the
questions necessary to make sure there is
some rational pricing in health care.

And along those lines, we're strongly sup-
porting health IT. Many of you are very pro-
ductive because you've been able to employ
information technology. In the health care
field, you can find places of medicine where
people are walking around with handwritten
files, and sometimes it’s hard to read a doc-
tor’s handwriting. And sometimes the files
get misplaced, and a lot of times there are
medical errors as a result of that and cost
inefficiencies in the system. And so health
information technology will help modernize
our health care system.

And if you're truly interested in making
sure that you have health care that’s available
and affordable for your employees, you need
to join us in making sure we end these frivo-
lous and junk lawsuits that are running good
doctors out of practice.

A couple more ideas to make sure that
we're strong economically. And I repeat, a
strong economy is good for our people.
That’s why I want the—America to be the
leader, economic leader in the world. It’s be-
cause I want the American people to benefit.
I want people’s lifestyles to go up. I want
people to be able to realize their dreams.

We got to make sure that our energy policy
is diverse and balanced and sound if we ex-
pect to be competitive. This is an interesting
moment where were able to advance new
technologies that will make us less depend-
ent on foreign sources of oil and enable us
to be good stewards of the environment. And
we're investing a lot of money to be able to
achieve energy—economic independence,
national security independence, and being
good environmental stewards when it comes
to energy.

Here’s some ideas. One, we must—we
must expand our nuclear power industry if
we want to be competitive in the 21st cen-
tury. We have got to be wise—[applause].
We have got to push hard to build new
plants. And the energy bill I signed last year
is—it’s a good step forward. This Govern-
ment is going to spend a lot of money on
fast breeder reactor technology. We're going
to join with other countries to work on fast
breeder reactor technology so that we can
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burn reprocessed fuel which will reduce the
waste on civilian nuclear energy. In other
words, there’s technological gains to be made
that will enable us to even advance nuclear
power even faster.

And by the way, it’s not only in our interest
to develop nuclear power, it’s in the interest
of our country that India and China develop
nuclear power. In the global energy market,
when demand for hydrocarbons goes up in
energy in China, it affects your gasoline
prices. And therefore, the more we can help
these countries develop technology, the more
we can help them develop a civilian nuclear
industry that is safe, the better off it is for
American consumers.

And yesterday—I want to applaud the
House of Representatives for passing an im-
portant piece of legislation when it comes to
America’s relationship with India. We're
spending a lot of money to make sure that
we can have coal-fired electricity plants that
reduce the amount of pollution they put out.
We're spending money to make sure that lig-
uefied natural gas terminals are more quickly
permitted. We need to get more gas into the
United States. The House of Representatives
has passed a bill to open up more areas for
offshore exploration in the Gulf of Mexico.
I strongly pass that—support that piece of
legislation. I urge the Senate to do so as well.

We're also working hard to promote alter-
native forms of energy. I mean, we want—
look, T like the idea of people using ethanol
to power their automobiles. So do our farm-
ers. [Laughter] It makes sense, doesn't it, if
you can grow a product that you can power
your cars with, to do so. Every bushel of corn
grown in the Midwest makes us less depend-
ent on oil from overseas.

We're working on battery technologies.
They say we're pretty close to a breakthrough
in a battery—where you can drive the first
40 miles on a battery, and your car doesn’t
look like a golf cart. [Laughter] One of these
days our children will be driving cars pow-
ered by hydrogen. In other words, in order
to make sure this country is competitive,
we've got to be spending money on tech-
nology now, on research and development
now, to change our habits and to make sure
we're good stewards of our environment.

July 27 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2006

I'm excited about the energy future for this
country; I really am. I think there’s going to
be some fantastic opportunities for people.
And I'm going to look back on this period,
and I know you will, that we made the right
decisions for a new generation of Americans.

I'm also a big believer in trade. That’s why
Susan’s here; so is she. But I'm—what I'm
for is trade that opens up people’s markets
just like we open up ours, that's what I'm
for. T believe good trade policy—I[applause].
Here’s my definition of good trade policy:
It’s fair. That's all we ask. See, we open up
our markets; you open up yours. You treat
us the way we treat you.

There’s a lot of talk about the WTO and
the Doha development round. We're very
much in favor of it moving forward. We think
it makes a lot of sense. We think it makes
a lot of sense for American workers that we
open up markets. We think it makes sense
for people who are locked in impoverished
nations that we open up markets. We think
trade helps lift people out of poverty, that’s
what we believe. So we're strongly supportive
of the WTO round.

I told Susan that she needed to be flexible;
she needed to go in the meetings with flexi-
bility, particularly when it comes to our agri-
cultural subsidies. Look, I said to the world
last September, we’ll reduce them, just so
long as our folks have got access to markets;
that’s all we ask. Just give us a chance to
compete fairly.

And so we’ll continue to work on this
agreement. Susan is committed to getting a
deal done, if we can. Secretary of Agriculture
Mike Johanns, as well, will continue to reach
out to other nations to achieve our objectives.
I want to thank you for your support on this.
My attitude is, we want to be treated fairly,
and the American people and the American
manufacturer and the American farmer can
compete with anybody, anytime, anywhere—
so long as the rules are fair.

So there are some ideas for Congress to
consider and the administrative branch to
promote, ways to make sure this country is
competitive. One of my big fears is that we
lose our nerve, is that we kind of say, “Well,
there’s some new emerging economies and
therefore, we can’t compete, let’s just retreat;
why don’t we become protective. Why don’t
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we throw up walls and barriers around the
United States of America; why don’t we just
try to isolate ourselves from competition.”

That’s not the America I know. The Amer-
ica I know is a country that is confident—
confident in our capacity to compete, entre-
preneurial by nature. There are some smart
things we can do, and will do, to make sure
we remain competitive. But one thing we
must never do is to not be willing to do the
right policies so we can remain the economic
leader of the world. We owe it to our people
to put good policies in place. We owe it to
future generations of Americans to keep the
entrepreneurial spirit strong, and here are
some ideas as part of a strategy to do just
that.

I want to appreciate what you're doing for
the country. I thank you for the risks you
take. I thank you for the folks you employ.
Government is not going to stand in your
way; we want to stand side by side with you
to make sure the entrepreneurial spirit re-
mains strong here in the country.

God bless.

NotE: The President spoke at 1:47 p.m. at the
Grand Hyatt Washington. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to John Engler, president and chief execu-
tive officer, National Association of Manufactur-
ers.

Proclamation 8038—50th
Anniversary of Our National Motto,
“In God We Trust,” 2006

July 27, 2006

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

On the 50th anniversary of our national
motto, “In God We Trust,” we reflect on
these words that guide millions of Americans,
recognize the blessings of the Creator, and
offer our thanks for His great gift of liberty.

From its earliest days, the United States
has been a Nation of faith. During the War
of 1812, as the morning light revealed that
the battle-torn American flag still flew above
Fort McHenry, Francis Scott Key penned,
“And this be our motto: In God is our
trust!”” His poem became our National An-

1403

them, reminding generations of Americans
to “Praise the Power that hath made and pre-
served us a nation.” On July 30, 1956, Presi-
dent Dwight Eisenhower signed the law offi-
cially establishing “In God We Trust” as our
national motto.

Today, our country stands strong as a bea-
con of religious freedom. Our citizens, what-
ever their faith or background, worship freely
and millions answer the universal call to love
their neighbor and serve a cause greater than
self.

As we commemorate the 50th anniversary
of our national motto and remember with
thanksgiving God’s mercies throughout our
history, we recognize a divine plan that
stands above all human plans and continue
to seek His will.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim July 30, 2006, as the 50th
Anniversary of our National Motto, “In God
We Trust.” I call upon the people of the
United States to observe this day with appro-
priate programs, ceremonies, and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-seventh day of July, in
the year of our Lord two thousand six, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirty-first.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., July 31, 2006]

NoOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on August 1.

Proclamation 8039—To Implement
the United States-Bahrain Free
Trade Agreement, and for Other
Purposes

July 27, 2006

By the President of the United States
of America
A Proclamation

1. On September 14, 2004, the United
States entered into the United States-Bah-
rain Free Trade Agreement (USBFTA). The

USBFTA was approved by the Congress in
section 101(a) of the United States-Bahrain
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Free Trade Agreement Implementation Act
(the “USBFTA Implementation Act”) (Pub-
lic Law 109-169, 119 Stat. 3581) (19 U.S.C.
3805 note).

2. Section 105(a) of the USBFTA Imple-
mentation Act authorizes the President to es-
tablish or designate within the Department
of Commerce an office that shall be respon-
sible for providing administrative assistance
to panels established under Chapter 19 of
the USBFTA.

3. Section 201 of the USBFTA Implemen-
tation Act authorizes the President to pro-
claim such modifications or continuation of
any duty, such continuation of duty-free or
excise treatment, or such additional duties,
as the President determines to be necessary
or appropriate to carry out or apply Articles
2.3, 2.5, 2.6, 3.2.8, and 3.2.9, and the sched-
ule of reductions with respect to Bahrain set
forth in Annex 2-B of the USBFTA.

4. Consistent with section 201(a)(2) of the
USBFTA Implementation Act, Bahrain is to
be removed from the enumeration of des-
ignated beneficiary developing countries eli-
gible for the benefits of the Generalized Sys-
tem of Preferences (GSP). Further, con-
sistent with section 604 of the Trade Act of
1974 (the “1974 Act”) (19 U.S.C. 2483), as
amended, I have determined that other tech-
nical and conforming changes to the Har-
monized Tariff Schedule of the United States
(HTS) are necessary to reflect that Bahrain
is no longer eligible to receive benefits of
the GSP.

5. Section 202 of the USBFTA Implemen-
tation Act provides certain rules for deter-
mining whether a good is an originating good
for the purpose of implementing preferential
tariff treatment under the USBFTA. I have
decided that it is necessary to include these
rules of origin, together with particular rules
applicable to certain other goods, in the
HTS.

6. Section 204 of the USBFTA Implemen-
tation Act authorizes the President to take
certain enforcement actions relating to trade
with Bahrain in textile and apparel goods.

7. Sections 321-328 of the USBFTA Im-
plementation Act authorize the President to
take certain actions in response to a request
by an interested party for relief from serious
damage or actual threat thereof to a domestic
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industry producing certain textile or apparel
articles.

8. Executive Order 11651 of March 3,
1972, as amended, establishes the Com-
mittee for the Implementation of Textile
Agreements (CITA) to supervise the imple-
mentation of textile trade agreements.

9. Presidential Proclamation 7747 of De-
cember 30, 2003, implemented the United
States-Singapore Free Trade Agreement (the
“USSFTA”) with respect to the United States
and, pursuant to the United States-Singapore
Free Trade Agreement Implementation Act
(the “USSFTA Implementation Act”) (Public
Law 108-78, 117 Stat. 948) (19 U.S.C. 3805
note), incorporated in the HTS the tariff
modifications and rules of origin necessary
or appropriate to carry out the USSFTA.

10. Section 202 of the USSFTA Imple-
mentation Act provides rules for determining
whether goods imported into the United
States originate in the territory of a USSFTA
party and thus are eligible for the tariff and
other treatment contemplated under the
USSFTA. Section 202(0) of the USSFTA Im-
plementation Act authorizes the President to
proclaim, as a part of the HTS, the rules of
origin set out in the USSFTA and to proclaim
modifications to such previously proclaimed
rules of origin, subject to the consultation
and layover requirements of section 103(a)
of the USSFTA Implementation Act.

11. The United States and Singapore have
agreed to modifications to certain USSFTA
rules of origin. Modifications to the USSFTA
rules of origin set out in Proclamation 7747
are therefore necessary.

12. Section 604 of the 1974 Act, as amend-
ed, authorizes the President to embody in
the HTS the substance of relevant provisions
of that Act, or other Acts affecting import
treatment, and of actions taken thereunder,
including the removal, modification, continu-
ance, or imposition of any rate of duty or
other import restriction.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
acting under the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and the laws of the United
States of America, including but not limited
to section 604 of the 1974 Act; sections
105(a), 201, 202, 204, and 321-328 of the
USBFTA Implementation Act; section 202
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of the USSFTA Implementation Act; and
section 301 of title 3, United States Code,
do hereby proclaim:

(1) In order to provide generally for the
preferential tariff treatment being accorded
under the USBFTA, to set forth rules for
determining whether goods imported into
the customs territory of the United States are
eligible for preferential tariff treatment
under the USBFTA, to provide certain other
treatment to originating goods for the pur-
poses of the USBFTA, to provide tariff-rate
quotas with respect to certain originating
goods, to reflect Bahrain’s removal from the
enumeration of designated beneficiary devel-
oping countries for purposes of the GSP, and
to make technical and conforming changes
in the general notes to the HTS, the HTS
is modified as set forth in Annex I of Publica-
tion 3830 of the United States International
Trade Commission, entitled, Modifications to
the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United
States to Implement the United States-Bah-
rain Free Trade Agreement (Publication
3830), which is incorporated by reference
into this proclamation.

(2) In order to implement the initial stage
of duty elimination provided for in the
USBFTA and to provide for future staged
reductions in duties for products of Bahrain
for purposes of the USBFTA, the HTS is
modified as provided in Annex II of Publica-
tion 3830, effective on the dates specified in
the relevant sections of such publication and
on any subsequent dates set forth for such
duty reductions in that publication.

(3) The Secretary of Commerce is author-
ized to exercise my authority under section
105(a) of the USBFTA Implementation Act
to establish or designate an office within the
Department of Commerce to carry out the
functions set forth in that section.

(4) The amendments to the HTS made by
paragraphs (1) and (2) of this proclamation
shall be effective with respect to goods en-
tered, or withdrawn from warehouse for con-
sumption, on or after the relevant dates indi-
cated in Annex II to Publication 3830.

(5) The CITA is authorized to exercise my
authority under section 204 of the USBFTA
Implementation Act to exclude textile and
apparel goods from the customs territory of
the United States; to determine whether an
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enterprise’s production of, and capability to
produce, goods are consistent with state-
ments by the enterprise; to find that an en-
terprise has knowingly or willfully engaged
in circumvention; and to deny preferential
tariff treatment to textile and apparel goods.

(6) The CITA is authorized to exercise my
authority under subtitle B of title IIT of the
USBFTA Implementation Act to review re-
quests, and to determine whether to com-
mence consideration of such requests; to
cause to be published in the Federal Register
a notice of commencement of consideration
of a request and notice seeking public com-
ment; to determine whether imports of a
Bahraini textile or apparel article are causing
serious damage, or actual threat thereof, to
a domestic industry producing an article that
is like, or directly competitive with, the im-
ported article; and to provide relief from im-
ports of an article that is the subject of such
a determination.

(7) In order to modify the rules of origin
under the USSFTA, general note 25 to the
HTS is modified as provided in Annex I to
this proclamation.

(8) The modifications made by Annex I to
this proclamation shall be effective with re-
spect to goods of Singapore that are entered,
or withdrawn from warehouse for consump-
tion, on or after August 1, 2006.

(9) In order to make technical corrections
to the HTS, the HTS is modified as provided
in Annex II to this proclamation.

(10) The modifications made by Annex II
to this proclamation shall be effective with
respect to articles entered, or withdrawn for
consumption, on or after the dates provided
in that Annex.

(11) All provisions of previous proclama-
tions and Executive Orders that are incon-
sistent with the actions taken in this procla-
mation are superseded to the extent of such
inconsistency.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-seventh day of July, in
the year of our Lord two thousand six, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirty-first.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:49 a.m., July 31, 2006]
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NoOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on August 1.

The President’s News Conference
With Prime Minister Tony Blair of
the United Kingdom

July 28, 2006

President Bush. Thank you all. Prime
Minister Tony Blair, welcome back to the
White House. As you know, we've got a close
relationship. You tell me what you think. You
share with me your perspective—and you let
me know when the microphone is on.
[Laughter]

Today the Prime Minister and I talked
about the ways we're working to advance
freedom and human dignity across the world.
Prime Minister Blair and I discussed the cri-
sis in the Middle East. In Lebanon, Hizballah
and its Iranian and Syrian sponsors are will-
ing to kill and to use violence to stop the
spread of peace and democracy—and they’re
not going to succeed.

The Prime Minister and I have committed
our Governments to a plan to make every
effort to achieve a lasting peace out of this
crisis. Our top priorities in Lebanon are pro-
viding immediate humanitarian  relief,
achieving an end to the violence, ensuring
the return of displaced persons, and assisting
with reconstruction. We recognize that many
Lebanese people have lost their homes, so
we’ll help rebuild the civilian infrastructure
that will allow them to return home safely.

Our goal is to achieve a lasting peace,
which requires that a free, democratic, and
independent Lebanese Government be em-
powered to exercise full authority over its ter-
ritory. We want a Lebanon free of militias
and foreign interference, and a Lebanon that
governs its own destiny, as is called for by
U.N. Security Council Resolutions 1559 and
1680.

We agree that a multinational force must
be dispatched to Lebanon quickly to aug-
ment a Lebanese Army as it moves to the
south of that country. An effective multi-
national force will help speed delivery of hu-
manitarian relief, facilitate the return of dis-
placed persons, and support the Lebanese
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Government as it asserts full sovereignty over
its territory and guards its borders.

We're working quickly to achieve these
goals. Tomorrow Secretary Rice will return
to the region. She will work with the leaders
of Israel and Lebanon to seize this oppor-
tunity to achieve lasting peace and stability
for both of their countries. Next week, the
U.N. Security Council will meet as well. Our
goal is a Chapter VII resolution setting out
a clear framework for cessation of hostilities
on an urgent basis and mandating the multi-
national force.

Also at the United Nations, senior officials
from many countries will meet to discuss the
design and deployment of the multinational
force. Prime Minister Blair and I agree that
this approach gives the best hope to end the
violence and create lasting peace and stability
in Lebanon. This approach will demonstrate
the international community’s determination
to support the Government of Lebanon and
defeat the threat from Hizballah and its for-
€ign sponsors.

This approach will make possible what so
many around the world want to see: the end
of Hizballah’s attacks on Israel; the return
of Israeli soldiers taken hostage by the terror-
ists; the suspension of Israel’s operations in
Lebanon; and the withdrawal of Israeli
forces.

This is a moment of intense conflict in the
Middle East. Yet our aim is to turn it into
a moment of opportunity and a chance for
a broader change in the region. Prime Min-
ister Blair and I remain committed to the
vision of two democratic states, Israel and
Palestine, living side by side in peace and
security. This vision has been embraced by
Israel, the Palestinians, and many others
throughout the region and the world, and we
will make every effort to make this vision a
reality. The United States is committed to
using all of its influence to seize this moment
to build a stable and democratic Middle East.

We also talked about other regions and
other challenges and other conflicts. The
Prime Minister and I each met with the
Prime Minister of Iraq this week. The U.S.
and U.K. are working together to support the
Prime Minister and his unity Government,
and we will continue to support that Govern-
ment. Afghanistan’s people and their freely-



Administration of George W. Bush, 2006 / July 28

elected Government can also count on our
support.

Our two nations urge Iran to accept the
EU-3 offer, which also has the backing of
Russia, China, and the United States. We
agree that the Iranian regime will not be al-
lowed to develop or acquire nuclear weap-
ons.

The suffering in Darfur deserves the name
of genocide. Our two nations support a
United Nations peacekeeping mission in
Darfur, which is the best hope for the people
in that region.

I want to thank you for coming. It's good
to discuss these urgent matters with you. We
will continue to consult with each other as
events unfold in the Middle East and be-
yond. The alliance between Britain and
America is stronger than ever, because we
share the same values; we share the same
goals; and we share the same determination
to advance freedom and to defeat terror
across the world.

Mr. Prime Minister.

Prime Minister Blair. Thank you, Mr.
President. Thank you for your welcome to
the White House once again. And first of all,
I'd like to say some words about the present
Middle East crisis, and then we’ll talk about
some of the other issues that we discussed.

What is happening in the Middle East at
the moment is a complete tragedy for Leb-
anon, for Israel, and for the wider region.
And the scale of destruction is very clear.
There are innocent lives that have been lost,
both Lebanese and Israeli. There are hun-
dreds of thousands of people that have been
displaced from their homes, again, both in
Lebanon and in Israel. And it’s been a tre-
mendous and terrible setback for Lebanon’s
democracy.

We shouldn’t forget how this began, how
it started. In defiance of the U.N. Resolution
1559, Hizballah, for almost 2 years, has been
fortifying and arming militia down in the
south of Lebanon, when it is the proper and
democratically elected Government of Leb-
anon and its armed forces who should have
control of that area, as they should of the
whole of Lebanon. They then, in defiance
of that U.N. resolution, crossed the U.N.
Blue Line. As you know, they kidnaped two
Israeli soldiers; they killed eight more. Then,
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of course, there was the retaliation by Israel,
and there are rockets being fired from the
south of Lebanon into the north of Israel the
entire time.

So we know how this situation came about
and how it started, and the question is, now,
how to get it stopped and get it stopped with
the urgency that the situation demands.

Since our meeting in St. Petersburg for
the G-8, we have been working hard on a
plan to ensure that this happens. And as well
as, obviously, the consultations that I've had
with President Bush, I've spoken to Presi-
dent Chirac, Chancellor Merkel, Prime Min-
ister Erdogan of Turkey, the President of the
European Union, the Prime Minister of Fin-
land, and many, many others.

And as the President has just outlined to
you, I think there are three essential steps
that we can take in order to ensure that there
is the cessation of hostilities we all want to
see. The first is, I welcome very much the
fact that Secretary Rice will go back to the
region tomorrow. She will have with her the
package of proposals in order to get agree-
ment both from the Government of Israel
and the Government of Lebanon on what is
necessary to happen in order for this crisis
to stop.

Secondly, we are bringing forward to Mon-
day the meeting in the United Nations about
the international stabilization force. And
again, this is something we've been dis-
cussing with various different countries over
the past few days. The absolute vital impor-
tance of that force is that it is able to ensure
that the agreement the international commu-
nity comes to, in respect of Lebanon, is en-
forced and that we have the Government of
Lebanon able to make its writ run fully with
its own armed forces in the south of Leb-
anon.

And then thirdly, as the President has just
said to you, we want to see, tabled and
agreed, a U.N. resolution as early as possible
that will allow the cessation of hostilities. Pro-
vided that resolution is agreed and acted
upon, we can, indeed, bring an end to this
crisis. But nothing will work unless, as well
as an end to the immediate crisis, we put
in place the measures necessary to prevent
it occurring again.
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That is why I return at every opportunity
to the basis of the United Nations Resolution
1559—almost 2 years ago now—that said
precisely what should happen in order to
make sure that the southern part of Lebanon
was not used as a base for armed militia. The
purpose of what we are doing, therefore, is
to bring about, yes, the cessation of hos-
tilities, which we want to see as quickly and
as urgently as possible, but also to put in
place a framework that allows us to stabilize
the situation for the medium and longer
term.

In addition to that, we, both of us, believe
it is important that we take the opportunity
to ensure that the Middle East peace proc-
ess, which has been in such difficulty over
the past few months, is given fresh impetus
towards the two-state solution that we in the
international community want to see. In the
end, that is of fundamental importance, also,
to the stability and peace of the region.

Now, in addition to all of these things—
and obviously, we discussed Iraq, as the
President has just said, and the work that our
troops are doing in Iraq and, indeed, in Af-
ghanistan. And if T might, let me once again
pay tribute to the quite extraordinary profes-
sionalism, dedication, bravery, and commit-
ment of the Armed Forces of both the
United States and the United Kingdom and
the many other countries that are working
there with us.

In addition to that, as the President indi-
cated to you, we discussed the situation in
the Sudan. We will have an opportunity to
discuss other issues later, notably, obviously
the world trade talks and other such things.
But I want to emphasize, just in concluding
my opening remarks, by referring once again
to the absolutely essential importance of en-
suring that not merely do we get the ces-
sation of hostilities now in Lebanon and in
respect of Israel but that we take this oppor-
tunity—since we know why this has oc-
curred; we know what started it; we know
what the underlying forces are behind what
has happened in the past few weeks—we
take this opportunity to set out and achieve
a different strategic direction for the whole
of that region, which will allow the Govern-
ment of Lebanon to be in control of its coun-
try, Lebanon to be the democracy its people
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want, and also allow us to get the solution
in respect of Palestine that we have wanted
so long to see.

If we are able, out of what has been a trag-
edy, a catastrophe for many of the people
in the region, to achieve such a thing, then
we will have turned what has been a situation
of tragedy into one of opportunity. And we
intend to do that.

President Bush. Good job.

Three questions a side. Tom [Tom Raum,
Associated Press].

Situation in the Middle East/War on
Terror

Q. Mr. President, Mr. Prime Minister,
with support apparently growing among the
Arab population, both Shi'a and Sunni, for
Hizballah by bounds, is there a risk that every
day that goes by without a cease-fire will tip
this conflict into a wider war?

And, Mr. President, when Secretary Rice
goes back to the region, will she have any
new instructions, such as meeting with Syr-
ians?

President Bush. Her instructions are to
work with Israel and Lebanon to get a—to
come up with an acceptable U.N. Security
Council resolution that we can table next
week. And secondly, it’s really important for
people to understand that terrorists are try-
ing to stop the advance of freedom, and
therefore, it’s essential that we do what’s
right and not necessarily what appears to be
immediately popular.

There’s a lot of suffering in Lebanon be-
cause Hizballah attacked Israel. There’s a lot
of suffering in the Palestinian Territory be-
cause militant Hamas is trying to stop the
advance of democracy. There is suffering in
Iraq because terrorists are trying to spread
sectarian violence and stop the spread of de-
mocracy. And now is the time for the free
world to work to create the conditions so that
people everywhere can have hope.

And those are the stakes; that’s what we
face right now. We've got a plan to deal with
this immediate crisis. It’s one of the reasons
the Prime Minister came, to talk about that
plan. But the stakes are larger than just Leb-
anon.

Isn't it interesting, that when Prime Min-
ister Olmert starts to reach out to President
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Abbas to develop a Palestinian state, militant
Hamas creates the conditions so that there’s
crisis, and then Hizballah follows up? Isn’t
it interesting, as a democracy takes hold in
Iraq, that Al Qaida steps up its efforts to mur-
der and bomb in order to stop the democ-
racy?

And so one of the things that the people
in the Middle East must understand is that
we're working to create the conditions of
hope and opportunity for all of them. And
we’ll continue to do that, Tom. That’s—this
is the challenge of the 21st century.

Prime Minister Blair. It’s very obvious
what the strategy of terrorism is, and of the
actions that Hizballah took. Their strategy is
to commit an outrage that provokes a reac-
tion and then on the back of the reaction,
to mobilize extreme elements and then try
and create a situation which even moderate
people feel drawn to their cause. That’s the
strategy.

And you, quite rightly, say, “Well, isn’t
there a danger that the Arab street and peo-
ple in Arab Muslim countries become more
sympathetic to Hizballah as a result of what’s
happened?” That is their strategy. How do
we counter it? We counter it, one, by having
our own strategy to bring the immediate cri-
sis to an end, which we do. That is what is
important about the Secretary of State vis-
iting the region, getting an agreement, ta-
bling it to the United Nations, getting the
endorsement of the United Nations, having
an international stabilization force to move
into the situation. We've got to deal with the
immediate situation.

But then, as the President was saying a
moment or two ago, we've then got to realize
what has happened in the past few weeks
is not an isolated incident. It is part of a big-
ger picture. Now, I'm going to say some more
things about this in the days to come, but
we really will never understand how we deal
with this situation unless we understand that
there is a big picture out in the Middle East
which is about reactionary and terrorist
groups trying to stop what the vast majority
of people in the Middle East want, which
is progress towards democracy, liberty,
human rights, the same as the rest of us.

Now, that’s the battle that’s going on. And,
yes, it is always very difficult when something
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like this happens, as it has happened over
the past few weeks. So we've got to resolve
the immediate situation, but we shouldn’t be
in any doubt at all, that will be a temporary
respite unless we put in place the longer-
term framework.

Lebanon/United Nations Security
Council Resolution 1559

Q. Mr. President, you spoke of having a
plan to rebuild houses in Lebanon. Wouldn’t
the people of Lebanon rather know when
you're going to tell the Israelis to stop de-
stroying houses?

And, Prime Minister, you've talked of hav-
ing a plan today, but isn’t the truth that you
and the President believe that Israel is on
the right side in the war on terror and you
want them to win this war, not to stop it?

President Bush. Look, we care deeply
about the people whose lives have been af-
fected in Lebanon, just like we care deeply
about the people whose lives have been af-
fected in Israel. There’s over a million people
in Israel that are threatened by this con-
sistent rocket attack coming out of Lebanon.
And, yes, we want to help people rebuild
their lives, absolutely. But we also want to
address the root causes of the problem, and
the root cause of the problem is, you've got
Hizballah that is armed and willing to fire
rockets into Israel—a Hizballah, by the way,
that T firmly believe is backed by Iran and
encouraged by Iran.

And so for the sake of long-term stability,
we've got to deal with this issue now. Listen,
the temptation is to say, “It’s too tough; let’s
just try to solve it quickly with something that
won't last; let’s just get it off the TV screens.”
But that won't solve the problem. And it’s
certainly not going to help the Lebanese citi-
zens have a life that is normal and peaceful.

What is necessary is to help the Siniora
Government, and one way to help the Siniora
Government is to make aid available to help
rebuild the houses that were destroyed. An-
other way to help the Siniora Government
is to implement 1559, which is the disar-
mament of armed militia inside his country.

And I—look, we care deeply about the
lives that have been affected on both sides
of this issue, just like I care deeply about
the innocent people who are being killed in
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Iraq and people being denied a state in the
Palestinian Territory. But make no mistake
about it, it is the goal and aims of the terrorist
organizations to stop that type of advance.
That’s what they’re trying to do. They're try-
ing to evoke sympathy for themselves.
They’re not sympathetic people. They're vio-
lent, cold-blooded killers who are trying to
stop the advance of freedom.

And this is the calling of the 21st century,
it seems like to me, and now is the time to
confront the problem. And of course, we're
going to help the people in Lebanon rebuild
their lives. But as Tony said, this conflict
started, out of the blue, with two Israeli sol-
diers kidnaped and rockets being fired across
the border.

Now, we have urged restraint. We made
it clear that we care about wanton destruc-
tion. On the other hand, in my judgment,
it would be a big mistake not to solve the
underlying problems. Otherwise, everything
will seem fine, and then youll be back at
a press conference saying, “How come you
didn’t solve the underlying problems?”

Prime Minister Blair. We feel deeply for
people in Lebanon and people in Israel who
are the innocent casualties of this conflict;
of course, we do. And we want it to stop,
and we want it to stop now. And what we're
putting forward today is actually a practical
plan that would lead to a U.N. resolution—
could be early next week—that would allow
it, put in place the conditions for it to stop.

But what we've also got to do is to make
sure that we recognize that this action wasn’t
simply aimed against Israel, and then Israel
retaliated. It was also aimed against the prop-
er Government of Lebanon being able to
control its own country. And the very reason
why, 2 years ago, the international commu-
nity passed this resolution was because peo-
ple could see that what was going to happen
in southern Lebanon was that these
Hizballah militias, that are armed and fi-
nanced by Iran and by Syria, were going to
move into the south of the country in order
to be a focus of terrorism and discontent.

Now, that is the fact. And of course, all
of us are appalled at the destruction and loss
of life; of course, we are. And that’s why
we've actually come together today with a
viable plan—if people can agree it, as I be-
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lieve they can—to get it stopped. But once
you stop this violence happening now—
which, of course, we should do—once you
do, it doesn’t alter the underlying reality un-
less we've got a framework that allows us to
put the Government of Lebanon properly
back in charge of its own country; unless
we've got the commitment to take forward
the Israel-Palestine two-state deal, which is
there and which everyone wants to see; and
then if we can—unless we mobilize the inter-
national community, to deal with the threat
that Iran poses.

And there’s no other way out of this. We're
not—we can, all of us, make whatever state-
ments we want to do, use whatever words
we want to do, but the brutal reality of the
situation is that we're only going to get vio-
lence stopped and stability introduced on the
basis of clear principles.

Now, as I say, we've set out a way to do
this. But it requires the long term, as well
as the short term.

Multinational Peacekeeping Force in
Lebanon

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. On the issue
of the multinational force, what shape should
it take; who should lead it; who should be
part of it? And also, should Hizballah agree-
ing to it be a precondition for setting up the
force?

And, Mr. Prime Minister, you talked about
a resolution leading to a cessation of hos-
tilities, and I'm just wondering, should it in-
clude a call for an immediate cease-fire?

President Bush. In terms of the troops,
that’s what the meeting Monday is going to
be about. And this is one of these issues that
requires international consensus. People will
put forth ideas, and we’ll participate in terms
of trying to help develop a consensus about
what the force ought to look like.

In a general sense, though, the force needs
to serve as a complement to a Lebanese
force. See, that’s the whole purpose of the
force, is to strengthen the Lebanese Govern-
ment by helping the Lebanese force move
into the area. The whole cornerstone of the
policy for Lebanon is for Lebanon to be free
and able to govern herself and defend herself
with a viable force.
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And so one of the things youll see in dis-
cussions there is, how do we help the Leba-
nese Army succeed? What does it—what’s
required? What’s the manpower need to be
in order to help this force move into the
south so the government can take control of
the country. What it looks like—if T hold a
press conference on Tuesday, I'll be able to
answer that better. But since I probably
won't be, read your newspaper.

Q. What about Hizballah

President Bush. That's a part of the con-
ditions that they’ll be discussing. That’s what
they’ll be talking about. The key is to have
Lebanon agree with it. And the key is to have
Israel agree with it. Those are the two par-
ties. Hizballah is not a state. They're a sup-
posed political party that happens to be
armed. Now, what kind of state is it that has
got a political party that has got a militia?
It’s a state that needs to be helped, is what
that is. And we need to help the Siniora Gov-
ernment deal with a political party that is
armed, that gets its arms and help from other
parts of the world—in order for Lebanon’s
democracy to succeed.

A lot has changed in Lebanon. It wasn’t
all that long ago that Lebanon was occupied
by Syria. And we came together and worked
in the U.N. Security Council, and Syria is
now out of Lebanon. But part of the resolu-
tion that enabled Syria to get out was that
Hizballah would disarm. And if we truly want
peace in the region, we've got to follow
through on that 1559, and that’s what the
whole strategy is. And part of the peace-
keepers will be to—or the multinational
force, whatever you call them, will be in
there trying to help the Government.

Prime Minister Blair. Just on the inter-
national force, the thing that’s very important
to realize is that the purpose of it, obviously,
is to help stabilize the situation. But it’s also
to allow the Government of Lebanon’s true
armed forces to come down from the north
and occupy the south themselves. In other
words, the purpose of the force is almost as
a bridge between the north and the south,
in order to allow the forces of the Govern-
ment of Lebanon to come down and do what
Resolution 1559 always anticipated would
happen.
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And as for your second question, yes, of
course, the U.N. resolution, the passing of
it, the agreeing of it can be the occasion for
the end of hostilities if it’s acted upon and
agreed upon. And that requires not just the
Government of Israel and the Government
of Lebanon, obviously, to abide by it but also
for the whole of the international community
to exert the necessary pressure so that there
is the cessation of hostilities on both sides.
Now, that will be important also in making
it very clear to Hizballah and those that back
Hizballah that they have to allow the sta-
bilization force to enter.

But, yes, of course—look, anybody with
any human feeling for what is going on there
wants this to stop as quickly as possible. And
we have a process that allows us to do this,
but it’s got to be acted on. It’s not just going
to be agreed in theory; it’s got to be acted
on too.

Iran/Syria

Q. Thank you. Mr. President and Prime
Minister Blair, can I ask you both tonight
what your messages are for the Governments
of Iran and Syria, given that you say this is
the crisis of the 21st century?

President Bush. Want me to start? My
message is, give up your nuclear weapon and
your nuclear weapon ambitions. That's my
message to Syria—I mean, to Iran. And my
message to Syria is, become an active partici-
pant in the neighborhood for peace.

Prime Minister Blair. The message is
very, very simple to them. It is that you have
a choice. Iran and Syria have a choice. And
they may think that they can avoid this
choice; in fact, they can’t. And when things
are set in train like what has happened in
Lebanon over the past few weeks, it only,
in my view, underscores the fact they have
this choice. They can either come in and par-
ticipate as proper and responsible members
of the international community, or they will
face the risk of increasing confrontation.

And coming in and being proper members
of the international community does not
mean—though I would love to see both Syria
and Iran proper democracies—does not
mean to say that we insist that they change
their government or even their system of gov-
ernment, although, of course, we want to see
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change in those countries. But it does mean
Iran abides by its obligations under the nu-
clear weapons treaty. It does mean that Iran
and Syria stop supporting terrorism. It does
mean that instead of trying to prevent the
democratically elected government of Iraq
fulfill its mandate, they allow it to fulfill its
mandate.

Now, that’s their choice. It’s a perfectly
simple one. They can either decide they are
going to abide by the rules of the inter-
national community or continue to transgress
them. And, look, in the end, that’s the choice
that they will have to make. But where I
think they make a strategic miscalculation is
if they think that because of all the other
issues that we have to resolve and so on, that
we are indifferent to what they are doing.
There will be no sidetracking of our deter-
mination, for example, to make sure that Iran
is fully compliant with the call that’s been
made on them from the whole of the inter-
national community in respect of nuclear
weapons capability. And I hope they realize
there is a different relationship that is pos-
sible with the international community, but
only on the basis that has been set out.

President Bush. David Gregory [NBC
News].

Iraq/American Influence Abroad/War on
Terror

Q. Thank you. Mr. President, both of you,
I'd like to ask you about the big picture that
you're discussing. Mr. President, 3 years ago,
you argued that an invasion of Iraq would
create a new stage of Arab-Israeli peace. And
yet today, there is an Iraqi Prime Minister
who has been sharply critical of Israel. Arab
governments, despite your arguments, who
first criticized Hizballah, have now changed
their tune; now theyre sharply critical of
Israel. And despite, from both of you, warn-
ings to Syria and Iran to back off support
from Hizballah, effectively, Mr. President,
your words are being ignored. So what has
happened to America’s clout in this region
that you've committed yourself to transform?

President Bush. David, it’s an interesting
period because instead of having foreign poli-
cies based upon trying to create a sense of
stability, we have a foreign policy that ad-
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dresses the root causes of violence and insta-
bility.

For a while, American foreign policy was
just, let’s hope everything is calm—kind of
managed calm. But beneath the surface
brewed a lot of resentment and anger that
was manifested in its—on September the
11th. And so we've taken a foreign policy that
says, on the one hand, we will protect our-
selves from further attack in the short run
by being aggressive and chasing down the
killers and bringing them to justice—and
make no mistake, they’re still out there, and
they would like to harm our respective peo-
ples because of what we stand for—in the
long term, to defeat this ideology, and they’re
bound by an ideology. You defeat it with a
more hopeful ideology called freedom.

And, look, I fully understand some people
don’t believe it's possible for freedom and
democracy to overcome this ideology of ha-
tred. I understand that. I just happen to be-
lieve it is possible, and I believe it will hap-
pen. And so what you're seeing is a clash
of governing styles. For example, the notion
of democracy beginning to emerge scares the
ideologs, the totalitarians, those who want to
impose their vision. It just frightens them,
and so they respond. They've always been
violent.

I hear this amazing, kind of, editorial
thought that says, all of a sudden Hizballah
has become violent because we're promoting
democracy. They have been violent for a long
period of time. Or Hamas—one reason why
the Palestinians still suffer is because there
are militants who refuse to accept a Pales-
tinian state based upon democratic prin-
ciples.

And so what the world is seeing is a desire
by this country and our allies to defeat the
ideology of hate with an ideology that has
worked and that brings hope. And one of the
challenges, of course, is to convince people
that Muslims would like to be free, that
there’s other people other than people in
Britain and America that would like to be
free in the world. There’s this kind of al-
most—kind of, weird kind of elitism that
says, well, maybe certain people in certain
parts of the world shouldn’t be free; maybe
it’s best just to let them sit in these tyrannical
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societies. And our foreign policy rejects that
concept. We don’t accept it.

And so we're working. And this is—as I
said the other day, when these attacks took
place, I said this should be a moment of clar-
ity for people to see the stakes in the 21st
century. I mean, there’s an unprovoked at-
tack on a democracy. Why? I happen to be-
lieve because progress is being made toward
democracies. And I believe that—I also be-
lieve that Iran would like to exert additional
influence in the region. A theocracy would
like to spread its influence using surrogates.

And so I'm as determined as ever to con-
tinue fostering a foreign policy based upon
liberty. And I think it’s going to work unless
we lose our nerve and quit. And this govern-
ment isn’t going to quit.

Q. I asked you about the loss of American
influence, and are you worried about that?

President Bush. Well, David, we went to
the G-8 and worked with our allies and got
a remarkable statement on what took place.
We're working to get a United Nations reso-
lution on Iran. We're working to have a Pal-
estinian state. But the reason why—you
asked the question—is because terrorists are
trying to stop that progress. And we’ll ulti-
mately prevail, because they have—their ide-
ology is so dark and so dismal that when peo-
ple really think about it, it will be rejected.
They just got a different tool to use than we
do: They kill innocent lives to achieve objec-
tives. That’s what they do. And they’re good.
They get on the TV screens, and they get
people to ask questions about, well, this, that,
or the other. I mean, theyre able to kind
of say to people, “Don’t come and bother
us because we will kill you.”

And my attitude is, is that now is the time
to be firm. And we've got a great weapon
on our side, and that is freedom and liberty.
And it'’s got—those two concepts have got
the capacity to defeat ideologies of hate.

Prime Minister Blair. I don’t think, actu-
ally, it’s anything to do with a loss of Amer-
ican influence at all. I think we’ve got to go
back and ask what changed policy, because
policy has changed in the past few years. And
what changed policy was September the
11th. That changed policy, but actually, be-
fore September the 11th this global move-
ment with a global ideology was already in
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being. September the 11th was the culmina-
tion of what they wanted to do. But actu-
ally—and this is probably where the policy-
makers, such as myself, were truly in error—
is that even before September the 11th, this
was happening in all sorts of different ways
in different countries.

I mean, in Algeria, for example, tens and
tens of thousands of people lost their lives.
This movement has grown; it is there; it will
latch on to any cause that it possibly can and
give it a dimension of terrorism and hatred.
You can see this. You can see it in Kashmir,
for example. You can see it in Chechnya. You
can see it in Palestine.

Now, what is its purpose? Its purpose is
to promote its ideology based upon the per-
version of Islam and to use any methods at
all, but particularly terrorism, to do that, be-
cause they know that the value of terrorism
to them is—as I was saying a moment or two
ago, it’s not simply the act of terror; it’s the
chain reaction that terror brings with it. Ter-
rorism brings the reprisal; the reprisal brings
the additional hatred; the additional hatred
breeds the additional terrorism, and so on.
Look, in a small way, we lived through that
in Northern Ireland over many, many dec-
ades.

Now, what happened after September the
11th—and this explains, I think, the Presi-
dent’s policy, but also the reason why I have
taken the view and still take the view that
Britain and America should remain strong al-
lies, shoulder to shoulder in fighting this bat-
tle, is that we are never going to succeed
unless we understand they are going to fight
hard. The reason why they are doing what
they're doing in Iraq at the moment—and,
yes, it’s really tough as a result of it—is be-
cause they know that if, right in the center
of the Middle East in an Arab, Muslim coun-
try, you've got a nonsectarian democracy, in
other words people weren’t governed either
by religious fanatics or secular dictators,
you've got a genuine democracy of the peo-
ple—how does their ideology flourish in such
circumstances?

So they have imported the terrorism into
that country, preyed on whatever reactionary
elements there are to boost it. And that’s why
we have the issue there; that’s why the
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Taliban are trying to come back in Afghani-
stan. That is why, the moment it looked as
if you could get progress in Israel and Pal-
estine, it had to be stopped. That’s the mo-
ment when, as they saw there was a problem
in Gaza, so they realized, well, there’s a possi-
bility now we can set Lebanon against Israel.

Now, it’s a global movement; it’s a global
ideology. And if there’s any mistake that’s
ever made in these circumstances, it’s if peo-
ple are surprised that it’s tough to fight, be-
cause youre up against an ideology that’s
prepared to use any means at all, including
killing any number of wholly innocent peo-
ple.

And I don’t dispute part of the implication
of your question at all, in the sense that you
look at what is happening in the Middle East
and what is happening in Iraq and Lebanon
and Palestine, and, of course, there’s a sense
of shock and frustration and anger at what
is happening, and grief at the loss of innocent
lives. But it is not a reason for walking away.
It’s a reason for staying the course and stay-
ing it no matter how tough it is, because the
alternative is actually letting this ideology
grip larger and larger numbers of people.

And it is going to be difficult. Look, we've
got a problem even in our own Muslim com-
munities in Europe, who will half-buy into
some of the propaganda that’s pushed at it—
the purpose of America is to suppress Islam,
Britain has joined with America in the sup-
pression of Islam. And one of the things
we've got to stop doing is stop apologizing
for our own positions. Muslims in America,
as far as I'm aware of, are free to worship;
Muslims in Britain are free to worship. We
are plural societies.

It's nonsense; the propaganda is nonsense.
And we're not going to defeat this ideology
until we in the West go out with sufficient
confidence in our own position and say this
is wrong. It’s not just wrong in its methods;
it’s wrong in its ideas; it'’s wrong in its ide-
ology; it’s wrong in every single wretched re-
actionary thing about it. And it will be a long
struggle, I'm afraid. But there’s no alternative
but to stay the course with it. And we will.

Situation in the Middle East

Q. Can I ask you both how soon realisti-
cally you think there could be an end to the
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violence, given there’s no signs at the mo-
ment of 1559 being met? I mean, do you
think we're looking at more weeks, months,
or can it be achieved sooner than that? And
also, will the multinational force potentially
be used to effect a cease-fire or simply to
police an agreement once we eventually get
to that?

Prime Minister Blair. Well, the answer
to the first point is, as soon as possible. And
if we can get the U.N. resolution agreed next
week and acted upon, then it can happen,
and it can happen then. We want to see it
happen as quickly as possible, but the condi-
tions have got to be in place to allow it to
happen.

And in relation to the multinational force,
what will be—it’s not going to be the oppor-
tunity to fight—to fight their way in. But the
very way that you posed that question under-
lines this basic point, which is, this can only
work if Hizballah are prepared to allow it
to work. And we’ve got to make sure, there-
fore, that we have the force go in as part
of an agreement that the Government of
Lebanon have bound itself to, the Govern-
ment of Israel has bound itself to, the inter-
national community has bound itself to. And
Hizballah have got to appreciate that if they
stand out against that, then it’s not really that
they will be doing a huge disservice to the
people of Lebanon, but they will also, again,
face the fact that action will have to be taken
against them.

President Bush. We share the same ur-
gency of trying to stop the violence. It's why
Condi Rice went out there very quickly. Her
job is to, first and foremost, was to make it
clear to the Lebanese people that we wanted
to send aid and help and help work on the
corridors necessary to get the aid to the Leb-
anese people. And she’s coming back to the
region tonight, will be there tomorrow. I
could have called her back here and could
have sat around, visited, and talked. But I
thought it was important for her to go back
to the region to work on a United Nations
Security Council resolution.

So, like the Prime Minister, I would like
to end this as quickly as possible as well. Hav-
ing said that, I want to make sure that we
address the root cause of the problem. And
I believe the plan that Tony and I discussed
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will yield exactly what we want, and that is
addressing the root cause of the problem.
Thank you all for coming.

NOTE: The President’s news conference began at
12:36 p.m. in the East Room at the White House.
In his remarks, he referred to Prime Minister Nuri
al-Maliki of Iraq; Prime Minister Ehud Olmert
of Israel; President Mahmoud Abbas (Abu
Mazen) of the Palestinian Authority; and Prime
Minister Fuad Siniora of Lebanaon. Prime Min-
ister Blair referred to President Jacques Chirac
of France; Chancellor Angela Merkel of Germany;
Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan of Turkey;
and Prime Minister Matti Taneli Vanhanen and
Foreign Minister Erkki Tuomioja of Finland,
whose country currently holds the Council of the
European Union Presidency.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

July 22

In the morning, at the Bush Ranch in
Crawford, TX, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing.

July 23

In the morning, the President returned to
Washington, DC.

In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the
President met with Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs Saud al-Faysal bin Abd al-Aziz Al Saud
of Saudi Arabia.

During the day, the President had a tele-
phone conversation with 2006 Tour de
France winner Floyd Landis to congratulate
him on his victory.

July 24

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, at Walter Reed Army
Medical Center, he met with soldiers injured
in Iraq and presented Purple Hearts to four
of them.
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In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the
President participated in a signing ceremony
for Public Law 109-243, the Freedom to
Display the American Flag Act of 2005.

In the evening, at the historic Evermay
house, the President attended a Republican
National Committee reception.

The White House announced that the
President will meet with Sudan Liberation
Movement Army Leader Minni Minawi at
the White House on July 25.

July 25

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing.

In the afternoon, in the Old Family Dining
Room, the President had a working lunch
with Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki of Iraq.
Later, in the Oval Office, he met with Sudan
Liberation Movement Army Leader Minni
Minawi. He then met with Republican con-
gressional leaders to discuss legislative prior-
ities.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Margrethe Lundsager to be U.S.
Executive Director of the International Mon-
etary Fund.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Ronald A. Tschetter to be Director
of the Peace Corps.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Dianne I. Moss to be a member
of the Board of Directors of the Overseas
Private Investment Corporation.

The President announced his intention to
appoint W. Craig Vanderwagen as Assistant
Secretary for Public Health Emergency Pre-
paredness at the Department of Health and
Human Services.

The President announced his intention to
designate Stephen R. Larson as Acting Gen-
eral Counsel for the Department of the
Treasury.

The President announced his intention to
designate Arthur T. Hopkins as Acting Assist-
ant to the Secretary of Defense for Nuclear
and Chemical and Biological Defense Pro-
grams.

The President announced his designation
of Ronald J. James as Acting Chief Human
Capital Officer at the Department of Home-
land Security.
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July 26

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, in the Oval Office,
he met with Secretary of Defense Donald
H. Rumsfeld. Then, in the Indian Treaty
Room of the Dwight D. Eisenhower Execu-
tive Office Building, he participated in a
photo opportunity with 2005 Presidential
Early Career Awards for Scientists and Engi-
neers recipients.

In the afternoon, the President and Prime
Minister Nuri al-Maliki of Iraq traveled to
Fort Belvoir, VA. Later, he traveled to
Charleston, VA, where, upon arrival, he met
with USA Freedom Corps volunteer Joe
Dailey. Then, at a private residence, he at-
tended a Shelley Moore Capito for Congress
reception.

In the evening, the President returned to
Washington, DC.

July 27

In the morning, the President had a tele-
phone conversation with Chancellor Angela
Merkel of Germany to discuss the situation
in the Middle East. Later, he had an intel-
ligence briefing.

In the afternoon, the President had a
working lunch with President Traian Basescu
of Romania. Later, in the State Dining
Room, he participated in a photo opportunity
with members of the National FFA Organi-
zation State Presidents” Conference.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Donald G. Christensen, Jeffrey W.
Gault, and Samuel Metters as members of
the National Veterans Business Develop-
ment Corporation.

The President announced his intention to
appoint the following individuals as members
of the National Cancer Advisory Board: An-
thony Atala (Science/Environmental Car-
cinogens); Bruce Allan Chabner (Science);
Donald S. Coffey (Science); Lloyd K.
Eversen (Public); Judah Folkman (Science);
Robert A. Ingram (Public); and Karen Dow
Meneses (Science).

The President announced his intention to
designate Carolyn D. Runowicz as Chairman
of the National Cancer Advisory Board.
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July 28

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, in the Oval Office,
he participated in a photo opportunity with
the Big Brother of the Year, Sylvester Fulton,
and the Big Sister of the Year, Betsy
Gorman-Bernardi.

In the afternoon, the President had lunch
with Prime Minister Tony Blair of the United
Kingdom. Later, in the Oval Office, he par-
ticipated in a photo opportunity with the Top
10 “American Idol” finalists. Then, in the
East Room, he participated in a photo oppor-
tunity with the 2006 Boys and Girls Nation
delegates.

Nominations
Submitted to the Senate

The following list does not include promotions of
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For-
eign Service officers.

Submitted July 25

Margrethe Lundsager,

of Virginia, to be U.S. Executive Director of
the International Monetary Fund for a term
of 2 years, vice Nancy P. Jacklin, term ex-

pired.

Dianne 1. Moss,

of Colorado, to be a member of the Board
of Directors of the Overseas Private Invest-
ment Corporation for a term expiring De-
cember 17, 2007, vice John L. Morrison,
term expired.

Ronald A. Tschetter,
of Minnesota, to be Director of the Peace
Corps, vice Gaddi H. Vasquez, resigned.

Withdrawn July 27

Rodger A. Heaton,

of Illinois, to be U.S. Attorney for the Central
District of Illinois for the term of 4 years,
vice Jan Paul Miller, resigned, which was sent
to the Senate on July 27, 2006.



Administration of George W. Bush, 2006

Deborah Jean Johnson Rhodes,

of Alabama, to be U.S. Attorney for the
Southern District of Alabama for the term
of 4 years, vice David Preston York, resigned,
which was sent to the Senate on July 27,
2006.

Checklist
of White House Press Releases

The following list contains releases of the Office
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of
Other White House Announcements.

Released July 24

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Tony Snow

Statement by the Press Secretary: Visit by
Minni Minawi, Sudan Liberation Movement/
Army Leader

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing
that the President signed H.R. 42

Fact sheet: Honoring Immigrant Members
of America’s Armed Services

Released July 25

Transcript of a press briefing by National Se-
curity Adviser Stephen J. Hadley

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing
that the President signed S.]J. Res. 40

Fact sheet: Prime Minister Maliki’s Meeting
With President Bush

Released July 26

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Tony Snow

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing
that the President signed S. 655

Released July 27

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Tony Snow
Statement by the Press Secretary: House

Passage of India Civil Nuclear Cooperation
Legislation
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Statement by the Press Secretary announcing
that the President signed H.R. 9, H.R. 2872,
and H.R. 5117

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing
that the President signed H.R. 5865

Fact sheet: Voting Rights Act Reauthoriza-
tion and Amendments Act of 2006

Fact sheet: The Adam Walsh Child Protec-
tion and Safety Act of 2006

Released July 28

Statement by the Press Secretary: U.S. Sup-
port for Congolese Elections

Acts Approved
by the President

Approved July 24

H.R. 42 / Public Law 109-243
Freedom to Display the American Flag Act
of 2005

Approved July 25

S.J. Res. 40 / Public Law 109244
Authorizing the printing and binding of a
supplement to, and revised edition of, Senate
Procedure.

Approved July 26

S.655 / Public Law 109-245

To amend the Public Health Service Act with
respect to the National Foundation for the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

Approved July 27

H.R.9 / Public Law 109-246
Fannie Lou Hamer, Rosa Parks, and Coretta
Scott King Voting Rights Act Reauthorization
and Amendments Act of 2006

H.R. 2872 / Public Law 109-247
Louis Braille Bicentennial—Braille Literacy
Commemorative Coin Act

H.R. 4472 / Public Law 109-248
Adam Walsh Child Protection and Safety Act
of 2006
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H.R. 5117 / Public Law 109-249 H.R. 5865 / Public Law 109-250
To exempt persons with disabilities from the ~ To amend section 1113 of the Social Security
prohibition against providing section 8 rental ~ Act to temporarily increase funding for the

assistance to college students. program of temporary assistance for United
States citizens returned from foreign coun-

tries, and for other purposes.



